Dear Murray
Sending support in spirit for this protest.
Keep up the good work.
SIncere appreciation for all those souls participating.
Kia kaha
Anita Devcich
Rotorua
 

Dear Murray Horton 
I have learnt about your planned protest on 28th January 2017.

On behalf of the Campaign for the Accountability of American Bases (CAAB, see http://www.caab.org.uk ) can I send you a message of support. We fully understand the concern about bases that conduct wholesale surveillance, facilitate military activity and warfare around the globe and have NO local accountability. Asking the local population to pay for it is adding insult to injury. Small numbers of us bear witness to our concerns outside the NSA Menwith Hill Base each Tuesday evening.

May your protest prove fruitful.

regards

Martin S

Martin Schweiger

12 Montagu Place

Leeds

West Yorkshire

LS8 2RG

Tel: 0113 4400736

Mobile 07760311406

germ.buster@phonecoop.coop
 

Dear Murray and all those waihopai demonstrators

 

We wish you all the best for the demonstrations on 28th January.  We admire your persistence in this campaign which has so many twists and turns that could cause you lose heart.  You keep going because it is important that we reiterate endlessly that the solution to the world’s problems is not violence or the preparation for violence but in cooperating with people of all nations.

 

These sentiments seem wishy washy but in a Trump world where might is right and as one local cartoonist wrote ‘Trump will make stuff up (not make the US great).  However, it is even more important that we gather ourselves to push against the prevailing rise of militarism and to beat it back.  We did it when Reagan was around and against the two Bushes we know we can do it.  New Zealand showed us the way with its anti-nuclear stance and now it is again showing us on Jan 28.

 

You give heart to the anti-bases activists in Australia and around the world.  On Jan 28 strike a blow for peace!  We look forward to seeing the reports and see the impact.

 

Peace on behalf of the Australian Anti-Bases Campaign 

Denis Doherty

PEACE PILGRIMS AUSTRALIA:  Hello sisters and brothers in Aotearoa.  We acknowledge the Maori people as custodians of your beautiful Land and acknowledge the strength and care they provide.  We say Kia Ora to you all this day.  We send a message of love, courage and commitment for your actions in the Shadow of the Waihopai spy base. We know that the evil spying and war making facilitated there, has no place in the exquisite valleys of southern Aotearoa.   We stand with you and promise to pass your social media messaging far and wide as you challenge the client state relationship between New Zealand with the US.  We will tell your stories.   Thank you for your actions.  May there be #nomoreUSwars. 

GREENS NSW SENATOR LEE RHIANNON: Your annual call for the closure of the Waihopai spy base is one of the world’s inspiring protests. Your 20 years of creative actions highlights how New Zealand/Aotearoa contributes to US global spying, invasions of other nations and ongoing wars. The Waihopai Base along with the US spy base in Australia, Pine Gap, and similar bases must close. The collection of private information is anti-democratic and cannot be justified. All strength to your 2017 protest and may there be many more until the people of New Zealand/Aotearoa  force the closure of this spy base.
ICAN AUSTRALIA BOARD:  Kia ora! The Board of the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) Australia sends our solidarity to the people gathered for the meeting of the Waihopai Spy Base Protest on 29th January 2016.  We wish the participants gathered in Blenheim well as they consider the implications of the on-going Five Eyes Agreements, which we understand as being irrevocably linked to our own work to eliminate nuclear weapons across the globe. Standing together with people across our region, ICAN Australia has worked over the past ten years to raise awareness of the impacts of nuclear weapons on health, environment and human security through focussing on advocating for a ban on nuclear weapons. This year, the United Nations will begin negotiations on such a ban, starting in March and continuing in June. We remain hopeful that such a ban will serve to delegitimise nuclear weapons in the world and lead to the elimination of these ultimate weapons of mass destruction and the structures of control that support such inhumane power. We wish you well in your deliberations together and send our regards to all our friends and colleagues in the protests.

REBECCA JOHNSON:  Solidarity from these spying islands over here to your WAIHOPAI Spybase protest over there!  Together with friends from Acronym, ICAN, CND, Greens and Nukewatch I’m beaming  (in my own way) our support, strength and courage for your actions for peace and privacy.  We’re with you in spirit.  As resisters to GCHQ, Croughton, Menwith, Waddington and all the other spies and abusers of power in our islands, thank you for your challenging work.  Together we must take back our privacy Rights, Justice and Freedom. 

JULIAN ASSANGE:  New Zealand's protesters can be proud of their astounding contribution to exposing mass surveilance. These confrontations led to Nicky Hagar's book "Secret Power" in 1996 which opened the first big window on how the NSA's global spy system worked. Later in the United Kingdom, such protests at Waihopai's equivallent, Menwith Hill, led to its inner working being revealed.  There is no security reason why most of the functions of these bases cannot be revealed. Secrecy is applied because their is a perception that the population and the courts would stop many of its activities were they known. Most peoples do not want to approve of a dark network of spy agencies engaged in mass surveillance, assassination and war that does not respect democratic oversight and which can result in unpredictable conflicts with other nations. So continue on, using protests to draw attention and prosecutions that can reveal internal workings and encourage dissenters to step forward.
IPAN: Dear concerned citizens of Aotearoa, gathered to protest the existence of Waihopai spy Base We, from the Independent Peaceful Australia Network, support your expose of Wiahopai’s role as part of the Five Eyes Spy ring. The base most directly related to it, in Australia, is Kojarena, on the west coast, 500 kms. north of Perth.  Then of course, there’s the BIG ONE – Pine Gap, which some of your stalwarts have visited with us in the past.  We duly commemorated its fiftieth anniversary last year, and had some very well attended meetings in Alice Springs to highlight its awfulness, particularly the enhancement which it gives to the U.S. drones killing machines. So, we send our supportive greetings for your gathering, mindful of the worsening global situation, and the fact that these American Spy bases in our neighbouring countries, do a great deal of harm in assisting the United States’ Government war-making.    We commend Aotearoa citizens for having persuaded successive governments of your country to break free  from the debilitating ANZUS alliance, and wish that our Government had the courage to do the same.  The emerging global political situation may even cause some change to occur. With best wishes for  successful meetings and protests.
Towards justice and peace,  IPAN.
PEOPLE FOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMANT WA:  Best wishes to all Aotearoan friends from People for Nuclear Disarmament, W.A.     Keep going!! With respect to Owen Wilkes, from many years back, and ongoing to Murray and Nicky Hager, and all others who continue the struggle to get the truth out there!  Eventually, we will prevail – there is still some sanity in the universe, untapped by us mere humans...... Looking forward to some unexpected pleasant surprises in this year, despite all indications to the contrary.  As our old friend Leonard Cohen said/wrote/sang “There’s a crack in everything – that’s how the light gets in.” Towards justice and peace,  Jo Vallentine.
THE DISARMY:  The Disarmy is a group of peace activists from many walks of life in Australia. We come together to interrupt and shine a light on the global military industrial complex and its trade in death and destruction. Thanks and solidarity to all First Nations Peoples, Whistleblowers, Activists, Hacktivists, Journalists, Human Rights Lawyers and Academics who are working to expose and oppose the Waihopai Spy base. Disarmy are with you in solidarity always. We recently participated in an action on Arrente land near Alice Springs to mark the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Pine Gap agreement. Members of Disarmy shut down Raytheon HQ for a whole day in Alice Springs. Together with activists from all over Australia and a few from Aotearoa we gathered to share information, build movements, raise awareness and look back at the Five Eyes, letting them know we see what they are doing. We know more details thanks to the brave work of whistleblowers Chelsea Manning, Edward Snowden, and journalists and publishers like Julian Assange, Laura Poitras, and Glenn Greenwald and your own Nicky Hager, but we've always known enough to know that their wars, surveillance and domination must be resisted. Be brave.  Be Strong. The Disarmy
MAPW: The National Council of the Medical Association for Prevention of War (Australia) wishes to send a message of solidarity to those gathered to protest at the Waihopai Spy Base on the 29th of January 2017.  This base, like spy bases we have in Australia, is part of the “Five Eyes Agreement”. This agreement provides intelligence used for drone attacks, for targeting nuclear weapons strikes and for other intelligence gathering. MAPW is opposed to the use of drone strikes, given they are out-of-sight, out-of-mind remote-control warfare being prosecuted by our chief military ally without any clear public debate in the US, in Australia or in New Zealand on legality or consequences. Drone attacks are occurring in countries such as Yemen and Pakistan with whom we are not at war. US non-government research has found they are nowhere near as discriminating towards noncombatants as has been claimed, with hundreds of civilians killed. With regard to nuclear weapons, 2017 marks the year that negotiations will be held in New York to draft a treaty banning these weapons. We hope this development will lead to the stigmatisation and eventual elimination of these weapons, and that spy bases such as Waihopai will no longer be used for targeting these appalling weapons. 
MAPW wishes all participants well for this significant gathering.
WILPF:

The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) sends solidarity and support to the activists gathering in New Zealand/Aotearoa to protest at the Waihopai electronic intelligence--‐gathering base on 28 January 2017. A critical node in the Five Eyes surveillance network, we appreciate your efforts in challenging its continued role in spying on citizens around the world and contributing to the US government's manipulations of business and diplomatic affairs and its wars and military interventions abroad. At this time when human rights, peace, and justice are under threat by certain corporate and government interests, those that are committed to peace and justice must work to shut down the bases that contribute to these networks of inequality, injustice, and violence as part of our pursuit for peace.

