US announces support for the UN Declaration on the Rights of
| ndigenous Peoples

From the speech below:

“And as you know, in April, we announced that we were reviewing our positidhe U.N.
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. And today | can announdbeHanited
States is lending its support to this declaration. (Applause.)

The aspirations it affirms -- including the respect for the tagtins and rich cultures of Native
peoples -- are one we must always seek to fulfil. And weleasiag a more detailed
statement about U.S. support for the declaration and our ongoing work in Indian CoBuiry.
| want to be clear: What matters far more than words -- whatersaftar more than any
resolution or declaration -- are actions to match those words. tAaits what this conference
is about. (Applause.) That's what this conference is about. Tthat'standard | expect my
administration to be held to.”
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THE PRESIDENT: Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank you very much. Thankeyy
much. Everybody please be seated. Thank you.

Thank you, Fawn, for that wonderful introduction. Thanks to all of you. vitoisderful to be
with you here today.

| see a lot of friends, a lot of familiar faces in the housearit to thank all the tribal leaders
who have traveled here for this conference. And | also wargdaognize all the wonderful
members of Congress who are here, as well as members of rmeCaticluding Secretary
Salazar, who is doing terrific work here at Interior on behalf ofRingt Americans and on
behalf of all Americans. So thank you very much, everybody. (Applause.)

Yesterday, | had the chance to meet with several tribdéfeat the White House, continuing a
conversation that began long before | was President. And whileglaad to have the
opportunity to speak with you this morning, I'm also very eager tatlseeesults of today’s
meeting. | want to hear more from you about how we can strendgtbarlationship between
our governments, whether in education or health care, or in fighting crime oatimgnebs.

And that's why we’re here today. That's a promise I've madgou. | remember, more than
two years ago, in Montana, | visited the Crow Nation -- one of @n@yntimes | met with tribal
leaders on the campaign trail. You may know that on that trip, | le@emadopted Crow
Indian. My Crow name is “One Who Helps People Throughout the Land.” Igdgp) And
my wife, when | told her about this, she said, “You should be named ‘Qmel$#'t Picking
Up His Shoes and His Socks’.” (Laughter.)
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Now -- but I like the first name better. And | want you to knowt thla working very hard to
live up to that name.

What | said then was that as President | would make sureydhaltad a voice in the White
House. (Applause.) | said that so long as | held this officeernagain would Native
Americans be forgotten or ignored. (Applause.) And over the pastyeaos, my

administration, working hand in hand with many of you, has strived to keeprtmise. And

you’ve had strong partners in Kim Teehee, my senior advisor fiveNamerican issues, and
Jodi Gillette, in our Intergovernmental Affairs office. Youncgive them a big round of
applause. They do outstanding work. (Applause.)

Last year, we held the largest gathering of tribal leaders ihistary. And at that conference -
- you remember, most of you were there -- | ordered everyn€abgency to promote more
consultation with the tribal nations. Because | don’t believe Heatsblutions to any of our
problems can be dictated solely from Washington. Real change depeatd<f us doing our

part.

So over the past year my administration has worked hard to $teenthie relationship between
our nations. And together, we have developed a comprehensive st@atbgip tmeet the
challenges facing Native American communities.

Our strategy begins with the number one concern for all Ameridgghs now -- and that's
improving the economy and creating jobs. We’ve heard time and agairtribal leaders that
one of the keys to unlocking economic growth on reservations is meet in roads and high-
speed rail and high-speed Internet and the infrastructure thHhtbetter connect your
communities to the broader economy. That's essential for drawpitacand creating jobs on
tribal lands. So to help spur the economy, we’ve boosted investimerdds throughout the
Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Indian Reservation Road Program, and wféered new

loans to reach reservations with broadband.

And as part of our plan to revive the economy, we’ve also plidrislof dollars into pressing
needs like renovating schools. We’'re devoting resources to jomgatespecially for young
people in Indian Country who too often have felt like they don’t have a changecees. And

we’re working with you to increase the size of tribal homelandsrder to help you develop
your economies.

| also want to note that | support legislation to make clear the wake of a recent Supreme
Court decision -- that the Secretary of Interior can takel lmto trust for all federally
recognized tribes. (Applause.) That's something that | discussestdgswith tribal leaders.

We're also breaking down bureaucratic barriers that have preventbed nations from

developing clean energy like wind and solar power. It's es$emtigust to your prosperity,
but to the prosperity of our whole country. And I've proposed inangakinding to tribal

businesses by supporting community financial institutions so theyraarmcé more loans. Itis
essential in order to help businesses expand and hire in areas where it can barthcdeit

Another important part of our strategy is health care. We knowNative Americans die of
illnesses like diabetes, pneumonia, flu -- even tuberculostisfar &igher rates than the rest of
the population. Make no mistake: These disparities represemgming tragedy. They're
cutting lives short, causing untold pain and hardship for Native AmericaridamAnd closing
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these gaps is not just a question of policy, it's a question of dues/a it's a test of who we
are as a nation.

Now, last year, at this conference, tribal leaders talked aheutged to improve the health
care available to Native Americans, and to make qualityamee affordable to all Americans.
And just a few months later, | signed health reform leg@fainto law, which permanently
authorizes the Indian Health Care Improvement Act -- permgnetipplause.) It's going to
make it possible for Indian tribes and tribal organizations tehase health care for their
employees, while making affordable coverage available to/leedy, including those who use
the Indian Health Service -- that's most American Indiansretibe -- Alaska Natives. So it's
going to make a huge difference.

Of course, there are few steps we can take that will make of a difference for the future of
your communities than improving education on tribal lands. We've gamprove the
education we provide to our children. That's the cornerstone on whichaur progress will
be built. We know that Native Americans are far more likelgirop out of high school and far
less likely to go to college. That not only damages the prosfmctsbal economies; it's a
heartbreaking waste of human potential. We cannot afford to squéred@romise of our
young people. Your communities can’t afford it, and our country caiwtdaft. And we are
going to start doing something about it. (Applause.)

We're rebuilding schools on tribal lands while helping to ensuretiibas play a bigger role in
determining what their children learn. We’re working to empowesgngarwith more and better
options for schools for their kids -- as well as with support iamog that actually work with
Indian parents to give them a real voice in improving education in your conmsunit

We're also working to improve the programs available to studentsbal colleges. Students
who study at tribal colleges are much less likely to lealege without a degree and the vast
majority end up in careers serving their tribal nation. And thdssotsare not only helping to
educate Native Americans; they're also helping to preseruebtit often endangered languages
and traditions. I'd also like to point out last year | signeddnic reforms that are increasing
student aid and making college loans more affordable. That's adpewgiportant to Native
Americans struggling to pay for a college degree. (Applause.)

Now, all these efforts -- improving health care, education, the etpne ultimately these
efforts will not succeed unless all of our communities are p&dces to grow up and attend
school and open businesses and where people are not living under thetctmstt of
violence and crime. And that threat remains real, as crime rates in [Ddimtry are anywhere
from twice to 20 times the national average. That's a sobemigt&ts -- represents a cloud
over the future of your communities.

So the Justice Department, under the leadership of Eric Haddenrking with you to reform
the way justice is done on Indian reservations. And | was proudotis¢ Tribal Law and
Order Act into law, which is going to help tribes combat drug aodhol abuse, to have more
access to criminal databases, and to gain greater authority ézy®snd punish criminals in
Indian Country. That's important. (Applause.)

We've also resolved a number of longstanding disputes about thelveaysit government has
treated -- or in some cases mistreated -- folks in Indian Ggueen in recent years. We've
settled cases where there were allegations of discrimmagainst Native American farmers
and ranchers by the Department of Agriculture. And after-ged4 battle over the accounting
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of tribal resources in the Cobell case, we reached a bipagg@ement, which was part of a
law | signed just a week ago. We’re very proud of that and | weatitank all the legislators
who helped make that happen. (Applause.)

This will put more land in the hands of tribes to manage omwtbe benefit their members.
This law also includes money to settle lawsuits over wadgdits for seven tribes in Arizona,
Montana and New Mexico -- and it creates a scholarship fundose Native Americans can
afford to go to college.

These cases serve as a reminder of the importance ofosstngj over the past or ignoring the
past, even as we work together to forge a brighter future. 'sTivat, last year, | signed a

resolution, passed by both parties in Congress, finally recognizirgathand painful chapters

in our shared history -- a history too often marred by broken ipesmand grave injustices

against the First Americans. It's a resolution | fully supgmbr- recognizing that no statement
can undo the damage that was done; what it can do is help re&i@irpribciples that should

guide our future. It's only by heeding the lessons of our history that we can moeedorw

And as you know, in April, we announced that we were reviewing our positicgheolJ.N.
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. And today | can anntahdad United
States is lending its support to this declaration. (Applause.)

The aspirations it affirms -- including the respect foritigtitutions and rich cultures of Native
peoples -- are one we must always seek to fulfil. And wedteasing a more detailed
statement about U.S. support for the declaration and our ongoing work in Indian Cdguritiy
want to be clear: What matters far more than words -- wietters far more than any
resolution or declaration -- are actions to match those words. And thetgivis conference is
about. (Applause.) That's what this conference is about. STtied’standard | expect my
administration to be held to.

So we're making progress. We’re moving forward. And what | hope isnbaire seeing a
turning point in the relationship between our nations. The truth isa fong time, Native
Americans were implicitly told that they had a choice t«kenaBy virtue of the longstanding
failure to tackle wrenching problems in Indian Country, it seensetth@ugh you had to either
abandon your heritage or accept a lesser lot in life; that thas no way to be a successful part
of America and a proud Native American.

But we know this is a false choice. To accept it is to belieasewe can’t and won't do better.
And | don't accept that. | know there is not a single person in this room who accepgithra
We know that, ultimately, this is not just a matter of liegisn, not just a matter of policy. It's
a matter of whether we’re going to live up to our basic valuesalmatter of upholding an
ideal that has always defined who we are as Americans. E pluribus unum. Cumypiome.

That's why we’re here. That's what we're called to do. Amd tonfident that if we keep up
our efforts, that if we continue to work together, that we will liyeto the simple motto and we
will achieve a brighter future for the First Americans and foAalkericans.

So thank you very much. God bless you. Thank you. (Applause.).

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2010/12/16/remarks-prédsidate-house-tribal-
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