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NGATI KAHU MARCHES TO STOP 

CONFISCATION OF FORESHORE & SEABED FROM MAORI 

AND SALE TO FOREIGN BILLIONAIRES

Desperation to protect Ngati Kahu’s beaches from sale to foreign billionaires has driven the iwi to mount its own foreshore and seabed march to coincide with the national protest March starting at Cape Reinga (Te Rerenga Wairua) tomorrow. 

“Ngati Kahu has always welcomed the public to our beautiful beaches and can guarantee that that will always be the case as long as we are the acknowledged owners” said the chairperson of Te Runanga-a-Iwi o Ngati Kahu, Professor Margaret Mutu. “However, if our beaches become Crown property, neither we nor anyone else can guarantee that they will not be sold and access restricted to wealthy foreigners. We all know that Crown assets always end up being sold.  We just saw what happened to Westhaven marina and know very well that the government will not be able to buy back all our beaches once they’re in private hands”. 

Some of the country’s most scenic and popular beaches belong to Ngati Kahu. They include Hihi beach (Waitetoki), Cooper’s beach (Koekoeaa), Cable bay (Waipapa), Taipa beach, Tokerau beach and Maitai bay. “We don’t think that most New Zealanders appreciate the enormity of what the government is trying to do to our foreshores and seabed. We are confident that if they did, they would be as opposed to this legislation as we are. Ngati Kahu is urging all New Zealanders to preserve our beaches for everyone by leaving them in the hands of those who have always shared them – the whanau and hapu that they belong to” said Professor Mutu. “As such we invite all New Zealanders to join us on our march to demonstrate how important our beaches are to all of us.”

Ngati Kahu’s part of the National Foreshores and Seabed March will commence at Mangonui at 7am on Friday 23 April 2004 and pass through Cooper’s Beach, Cable Bay, Taipa and Awanui and meet up with the main march at Kaitaia Intermediate School at 11am.
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