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5 April 2004

Tena koe

Re: Hikoi and Related Strategies on the Foreshore and Seabed.

You may know that at the last national hui on the foreshore and seabed  Iwi and Hapu considered a number of strategies to express the ongoing Iwi opposition to the government’s plans. Among them was a range of activities planned for Wednesday May 5 when a hikoi organised by Ngati Kahungunu and involving other Iwi and organisations will arrive at Parliament. 

In the last several days information has become available about the proposed legislation which the government will be releasing prior to Easter. The legislation is regrettably even worse than feared. It ignores all of the concerns which Maori have raised about the issue and involves not just a taking of the coastline from Maori but also a very real restriction on our tikanga and our rights under international law and the common law. 

The content of the legislation gives greater importance to the events of May 5 and we invite your support or participation. We would be pleased to have you with us in Wellington, but if that is not possible we hope you might be able to share information with your members and whanau, organize wananga, or undertake some form of activity to register the deeply held feelings of our people on this issue. We understand that other Iwi will be undertaking a hikoi from Te TaiTokerau to join Kahungunu at the start of our hikoi. Any others who might wish to join us at any stage would be most welcome. 

Our hikoi will travel in vehicle convoy through Ngati Kahungunu from Wairoa to Wellington beginning on May 3. Participants will march through each town and hold rallies en route. We attach a brief summary of the hikoi and the events in Wellington on May 5 plus an analysis of the legislation. We hope that you might be able to assist by distributing them to your networks. Your help in this regard would be most appreciated.

If you would like further information on the hikoi or associated matters please do not hesitate to contact this office on 0800 524 864.
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N Tomoana

Chairman
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