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Since the detonation of the first atomic bomb in July 1945, the threat of nuclear
weapons has cast a shadow over the future of the earth. Each stage of nuclear
weapons production has caused immeasurable harm to human health and
wellbeing, and extensive contamination of the environment - from uranium
mining, manufacture of nuclear warheads, through to nuclear bomb testing.
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Despite ongoing widespread public opposition to nuclear weapons, and the
overwhelming majority of governments around the world now supporting
abolition, little progress has been made - more than 20,000 nuclear warheads
remain in the arsenals of eight nuclear weapons states.

Despite ongoing widespread public opposition to nuclear weapons, and the
overwhelming majority of governments around the world now supporting
abolition, little progress has been made - more than 20,000 nuclear warheads
remain in the arsenals of eight nuclear weapons states.

Yet other weapons of mass destruction - chemical and biological weapons have been banned by international law, as have some ‘indiscriminate’ weapons
such as anti-personnel landmines and cluster munitions. An international
convention to abolish nuclear weapons is long overdue.
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