Governments have done this because most New Zealanders haven’t known our true story or how far we’ve strayed from fairness.
· Most New Zealanders haven’t been taught our own history in school. Did you know most of the information on these sheets, and if so did you learn it in school? If so, you’re in a tiny minority.

· We’re fortunate that there have always been many good personal relationships between individual Maori and individual Pakeha – friendships, workmates, and intermarriages. But until recently, many families with some Maori descent chose to conceal it as an embarrassing secret – what does that tell us? 

· Those good personal relationships, especially easy in the times when jobs were easy to get and everyone could make a good living, can hide from us the prejudices that always make life more difficult for indigenous peoples and other minorities. Do we totally disbelieve the Maori voices saying that their young people are much more likely than others to be stopped at random and given a hard time by police? (Or turned down by landlords, or discouraged from enrolling by ‘good’ schools?) Even when researchers say the same?

· They also hide the basic unfairnesses between the position of Maori as a people and the majority, in education, income, employment, health and other social statistics. The history – of massive loss of Maori land and control of their own affairs, leading to rural poverty up to the 1950s and poor rural schooling, and then to massive urban migration that worked well for some but disastrously for others, reliance on the unskilled jobs that were the result of poor education, jobs that were swept away in the economic changes of the 1980s, and consequent unemployment – created the conditions for those statistics. 
· Because our society is based mainly on the individual, we have a special difficulty in seeing Maori as members of tribal groups with traditional collective rights and authority, and we can get very upset when they claim those as their rangatiratanga.
· There are some changes only Maori can make, and for a long time some Maori leaders and community workers have been bringing them about. We don’t hear many of those ‘good news’ stories in our media, but there are plenty of them. There’s also much still to be done.
· There are also changes that can only be made by Government, and governments are very nervous about doing that, especially when polls tell them that many voters believe Maori already get more than a fair deal. We can stay with the beat-ups and the prejudices, or we can look for the real facts, both upsides and downsides. 
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David Slack, Bullshit, Backlash and Bleeding Hearts; A confused person’s guide to the Great Race Row, Penguin, 2004.
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