Dear friends
 

I'm sending this to you because I think you are a person who cares about the future of New Zealand, and because I think you are interested in obtaining balanced information on which to form judgements and make decisions. 
 

The recent media frenzy over the seabed and foreshore debate, Waitangi day events and many other Maori issues, culminating in Don Brash's sudden surge in popularity have made me feel sick, sad and totally frustrated. I can't believe that such a large percentage of New Zealanders could possibly support his views, unless they are basing their opinions solely on information obtained via our right-wing media.
 

Personally, I find the whole area of Treaty claims, seabed and foreshore claims and other Maori issues confusing to say the least, but I do feel sure that Dr Brash's solution of "one law for all" (presumably Pakeha law) is a simplistic and dangerous solution, and it frightens me that so many people seem to have been so easily seduced by it. I don't know what your views are, but I hope, like me, you want to base them on balanced information which takes into account a wide variety of historical information and considered opinion.
 

Because I have no faith in the mainstream media to present a balanced view of the issues, I've decided to take matters into my own hands and send out a little bulletin of my own every week or so. This will take the form of:
· my "thought for the week" 

· a quote from an interesting web page that presents an alternative view on Maori issues to that perpetuated by mainstream media 

· a link to the web page where the quote is taken from.
The purpose of my bulletins will be to inform, challenge and inspire as many people as possible to a rational consideration of the many confusing issues, so please feel free to forward them on to as many people as you like (but only if they are happy to receive them). If on the other hand, you do not wish to receive these emails, please reply to this message and I will remove your name from my list with no hard feelings.
 

Kind regards, 
Jette de Jong
jette@ix.net.nz 
 

Now for the first bulletin:
 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 
 

In recent NZ Herald coverage of historical rape complaints against police (all pakeha), why was one of those accused, Clint Rickards, shown standing outside a wharenui wearing a korowai (cloak) (02/02/2004)? And why was Kelvin Powell, also accused, described as "a pakeha, who speaks fluent Maori" (16/02/2004)?
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
 

"Today, many people think that the Treaty gives Maori certain rights. It does not. The rights of sovereignty which Maori exercised for at least 800 years before the arrival of the Pakeha could not and still cannot be "granted" by the Crown. The British Crown officially recognized those rights in the 1835 Declaration of Maori Independence, and that recognition was reaffirmed in Article II of the Treaty. In effect, the Treaty does not give Maori any rights they didn’t already have, but it does give Pakeha certain limited rights - the rights covered by the term kawanatanga. 
 

"The Treaty of Waitangi is today the only legal basis for the presence of non-Maori settlers here in Aotearoa/NZ. Maori never gave up their rights (as the Crown claims), nor were they ever conquered, despite several attempts. If we take away the Treaty, the legal right of non-Maori people to live in this country is removed with it. The Treaty of Waitangi is actually about Pakeha rights, not Maori rights. And those rights do not include the right to rule Maori people or Maori land."
 

from: The Treaty of Waitangi (for well-meaning people who don't know a lot about it)

 
FOR THE WHOLE ARTICLE: http://www.arena.org.nz/The%20Treaty%20of%20Waitangi.htm
 

