Hi everyone
 

Here is issue three of my bulletin, the purpose of which is to inform, challenge and inspire as many people as possible to a rational consideration of the many confusing issues surrounding the Treaty of Waitangi and Maori-Pakeha relationships. Please feel free to forward this message on to as many people as you like (but only if they are happy to receive them). If on the other hand, you do not wish to receive these emails, please reply to jette@ix.net.nz and I will remove your name from my list with no hard feelings.
 

If you are not sure who I am or why I am sending you this, please reply to my address above and I'll send you a little background on myself.

 

Regards, Jette

 

PS - Because of the large number of individual replies I have been receiving, I have decided to post copies of all my bulletins on http://indymedia.org.nz and www.aotearoa.maori.nz from now on. This will give recipients of my emails and others the opportunity to respond both to my original thoughts and to others’ comments in a way that will hopefully promote informative debate. A search on my name (Jette) will bring up all my bulletins on either site, but you will find a lot of other interesting info there as well, so enjoy ....
THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEK: 
 

Former Minister of Immigration Lianne Dalziel was forced to resign because she 'lied' about the source of a leaked document, which revealed information that was of no great consequence to anybody except perhaps the deported girl and her lawyer. 
 

Yet, for the past month, Don Brash and other members of the National party have been spouting the most apalling torrent of lies about the Treaty of Waitangi and 'special' treatment for Maori, creating a great deal of misinformation, ill feeling, mistrust and confusion among a large percentage of the population. Why haven't Brash and his cohorts been forced to resign?
 

Whether we agree with their policies and intentions (not yet stated) or not, can we really trust people who are prepared to lie to this extent for political gain, without any consideration of the destructive consequences of their words, to play any sort of responsible role (whether in government or opposition) in managing our country?
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:
 

"The Treaty of Waitangi settlement process is a judicial mechanism for hearing both sides of these disputes [property rights disputes between tribal leaders and the Crown]. It is not special treatment for Maori, but represents a way of addressing acknowledged historical injustices and restoring the honour of the Crown.

Dr Brash’s speech ... attempted to redefine this process. Instead of a property rights dispute with the Crown, Brash portrayed it as a race conflict between Maori and other New Zealanders. It is a process, he said, ‘where people who weren’t alive in the 19th century pay compensation to the part-descendants of those who were’.

This is irresponsible language from such a senior servant of the Crown. It is false in every important sense. It is the Crown, not New Zealanders, being called to account. Redress is being paid from assets of the Crown that were unjustly confiscated from their Maori owners, not from taxes paid by New Zealanders.

In other words, the Waitangi settlement process is simply returning to Maori tribes their own assets (or some agreed alternative) previously stolen by the Crown. All New Zealanders who believe that private property rights should be respected by the government will applaud this process."

 

From: Dr Don Brash and the Treaty of Waitangi, by Paul Dalziel, Professor of Economics, Lincoln University
 
FOR THE WHOLE ARTICLE: http://www.lincoln.ac.nz/news/media/waitangi.htm
