The purpose of this weekly email bulletin is to inform, challenge and inspire as many people as possible to a rational consideration of the many confusing issues surrounding the Treaty of Waitangi, seabed and foreshore debate and other issues concerning and relating to Maori. 

You can find more information about this bulletin at the end of the message.

THOUGHTS FOR THE WEEK: 

Question 1:

Who would you trust more to exercise responsible guardianship over the marine environment in the foreshore and seabed, and protect public access to beaches:

Maori, who have for centuries maintained a symbiotic relationship with the ocean and its resources, who currently allow free access to beaches on all of their communally owned land, and who regularly consult with their communities on matters of local and national importance?

or

Governments, who have a long history of selling off the communal assets of New Zealanders (e.g., Telecom, Tranzrail), displaying a complete disregard for our natural environment (e.g. building an oil refinery at Marsden Point), changing laws at whim to suit themselves (e.g., current fiasco), and not listening to those who have elected them?

Question 2:

Will investing the ownership of the foreshore and seabed in the Crown allow you to bask on the beaches of islands and other idyllic spots already sold by said Crown to foreign and local investors? 
 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“In a Parliamentary debate on Tuesday June 24 the Attorney General reassured Maori that customary rights would not be affected and that it was "the government's intention to preserve the ability of Maori to pursue claims to the foreshore and seabed compatible with the Crown's ownership rights". 

There is at best a dubious logic in such an approach because in denying Maori title the Crown effectively restricts the nature of the customary right and makes it liable to future extinguishment by the Crown. As an analogy, if a couple has title to their home they can make whatever alterations they choose and exercise complete rights in relation to it. However if they are tenants and ownership is vested in someone else they cannot do so without permission and the extent of their rights is diminished. 

The Crown proposal reduces Maori to tenants of the foreshore which Iwi and Hapu have exercised kaitiakitanga over for centuries. It subordinates tino rangatiratanga to the whim of the Crown.”

From: Fact sheet: Foreshore and Seabed, 4 July 2003, Peace Movement Aotearoa
FOR THE WHOLE ARTICLE: http://www.scoop.co.nz/mason/stories/PO0307/S00029.htm 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MESSAGE:

         If you find this information useful, please forward it to others (unless they ask you not to).

         For a brief biography of the author or to receive previous issues of this bulletin, please email jette@ix.net.nz.

         To be removed from the list, please reply to the person who sent it to you (original sender  jette@ix.net.nz).

         Copies of all bulletins are posted on www.aotearoa.maori.nz and http://indymedia.org.nz. If you wish to respond or ask questions, please post them on one of these sites, so that others can view and participate in the debate. If you would like me to respond personally, please send me a copy of the posting as well.
