The purpose of this weekly email bulletin is to inform, challenge and inspire as many people as possible to a rational consideration of the many confusing issues surrounding the Treaty of Waitangi, seabed and foreshore debate and other issues concerning and relating to Maori. 

You can find more information about this bulletin at the end of the message.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

Two weeks ago, someone referred me to an article by Denis Dutton in the NZ Herald (4/3/2004) in an effort to describe how they felt about the debate over Maori issues (search for ‘Dutton’  www.nzherald.co.nz for the whole article). While I appreciated the response and the interest, I thought Mr Dutton particularly ill-informed and misguided, although he did have one sensible thing to say:

“The potential disaster for New Zealand is in abandoning the principle of one law for one people.”

Actually, I think this is very true – but Mr Dutton (unless I am very much mistaken) appears to be applying this to our current context and saying we should all be governed by the current laws of this land (which, despite recent publicity to the contrary, strongly favour pakeha men with lots of money). However, he has totally missed the point and that is that the disaster has already occurred because the principle of one law for one people was abandoned many years ago, when the pakeha government introduced the first of many acts of parliament that gave Maori inferior rights to those of their pakeha counterparts (see quote below).

 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“1840 Maori owned 66,400,000 acres of land.
1841 Land Claims Ordinance stated that lands not actually occupied or used by the Maori belonged to the Crown. This contradicted Article 2 of the Treaty.

...

1909 Native Health Act: Maori could no longer use the whangai system for adopting children. It was illegal for Maori women to breastfeed!

...
1953 Town and Country Planning Act: Prevented Maori from building on their land. This forced many Maori to move from rural areas to the cities.
1953 Maori Affairs Act: If Maori land was not occupied or being used then it was declared "waste land'' and taken by the Government. 
...
1990 Maori Fisheries Act: Re-definition of an important part of Article 2, which guarantees Maori "full exclusive possession of the Lands and Estates, Forest, Fisheries''. By 31st October 
1992 Maori are granted 10% of the fishing quota. The Government has re-defined full as 10%. A further breach of the Treaty agreement.”
From: Legislative Violations of the Treaty of Waitangi (the first 150 years)
FOR THE WHOLE ARTICLE (containing over 50 entries): http://indymedia.org.nz/front.php3?article_id=16091
(will we be adding: “2004 Foreshore & Seabed Act. Government confiscates vast areas of coastline in knee-jerk response to court decision allowing one iwi to contest council’s rejection of aquaculture permit”?)
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MESSAGE:

         If you find this information useful, please forward it to others (unless they ask you not to).

         For a brief biography of the author or previous issues of this bulletin, please email jette@ix.net.nz.

         To be removed from the list, please reply to the person who sent it to you (original sender  jette@ix.net.nz).

         Copies of all bulletins are posted on www.aotearoa.maori.nz and http://indymedia.org.nz (search on my name – jette, or on the subject of this message). If you wish to respond or ask questions, please post them on one of these sites, so that others can view and participate in the debate. If you would like me to respond personally, please send me a copy of the posting as well.
