The seventh in a series of weekly email bulletins designed to inform, challenge and inspire us to consider all sides of the debates surrounding the Treaty of Waitangi, seabed and foreshore and other issues concerning and relating to Maori. 

You can find more information about this bulletin at the end of the message.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

Over the weekend I checked the front pages of some of our major publications for news of the Maori television launch. This is what I found ...

· Nick Smith, Johnny Wilkinson and Rupeni Caucaunibuca on page one of the NZ Herald

· Jonah Lomu and Paul Holmes on the first page of the Sunday Star-Times

· Sex and Romance at Work on the cover of the Listener (and no Maori TV program listings).

I was surprised at this (although perhaps I shouldn't have been), and I began to wonder why the coverage had been relegated to a lesser place behind these stories ...

Was it because the culmination of years of work, millions of dollars worth of spending and the creative efforts of thousands of New Zealanders was not worthy of our front pages (strange though, how front pages and whole sections were devoted to the Lord of the Rings winning lots of overseas awards)?

Was it because there have been too many positive stories about Maori in the media recently, and it would have just been overkill to have another?

Perhaps it was kept low-key to protect the government and the people of New Zealand from the shameful admission that Maori were forced to fight for 25 years to have their language and voice recognised on public television?

Or maybe these long-established pakeha networks are secretly afraid that ordinary New Zealanders might tune in to the new channel and find that they actually like what they see. Perhaps they worry that, if we watch Maori television, it will dawn on us that, as New Zealanders, we are more Maori than we realise, and that many of the best aspects of our uniquely ‘kiwi’ values and attitudes actually come from Maori.

As pakeha, we owe it to ourselves to check out Maori TV despite the best efforts of our media and politicians to ensure we don't. We shouldn't fall for their trickery and we shouldn’t let them tell us what to think.

And remember that non-coverage by the media is often just another form of attack. So next time you pick up a newspaper or tune in to One news (if you must), don’t just think about what you see, ask yourself also: “What is missing?”.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK:

“I like to think that I have been moderately successful in my life. And I’d like to think I have worked pretty hard for what I have achieved. I don’t feel guilty when it comes to pay day. But can I say I have done it entirely on my own effort? Was the playing field really level?

I think not. I grew up on a farm carved out of land taken in a dodgy deal from Ngai Tahu – a farm which gave me and my family a good start in life. My current home is built on land illegally confiscated from Tainui. 

I went to schools where the teachers looked pretty much like me. And they taught me about writers, military heroes, political leaders and scientists who looked pretty much like me. I learnt about how “we” were good colonialists who treated Mâori rather better than they probably deserved. The officially-sanctioned knowledge of my schooling accorded with my personal experience. Not knowing about tapu, manaakitanga or whakapapa has never been a serious disadvantage to me. Being able to speak just one language – English – has not hindered me pursuing both my cultural and economic interests. “

FROM: On Equality and Colourblindness 
by Neville Robertson (community psychologist, University of Waikato)

FOR THE WHOLE ARTICLE: http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/pr080304.doc  

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MESSAGE:

· If you find this information useful, please forward it to others (unless they ask you not to).

· For a brief biography of the author or previous issues of this bulletin, please email jette@ix.net.nz.

· To be removed from the list, please reply to the person who sent it to you (original sender  jette@ix.net.nz).

· Copies of all bulletins are posted on www.aotearoa.maori.nz and http://indymedia.org.nz (do an advanced search on author – jette (including hidden articles), or on the subject of the message). If you wish to respond or ask questions, please post them on one of these sites, so that others can view and participate in the debate. If you would like me to respond personally, please send me a copy of the posting as well.
