The thirteenth in a series of weekly email bulletins designed to inform, challenge and inspire us to consider all sides of the debates surrounding the Treaty of Waitangi, seabed and foreshore and other issues concerning and relating to Maori. 

You can find more information about this bulletin at the end of the message.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: 

TVNZ has commissioned a State of the Nation programme on Maori:Pakeha relations including the state of Tiriti o Waitangi issues - to be televised live on Thursday 10 June at 8.30-10.30pm TV One. 

While I’m a bit sceptical of the motives, from what I’ve seen and heard it looks reasonably well planned and some constructive discussion might well evolve. I’m hopeful anyway – surely it has to be a step forward from the brainwashing we have been getting lately from the press and our politicians.

TVNZ is requesting suggestions from the public as to what questions should be posed in the poll concerning Maori - Pakeha issues. So why not send in your questions to stateofthenation@tvnz.co.nz - and pass this on to encourage others to do the same.

Please consider watching the programme and voting - the only hitch is that we have to pay to vote - $1 per minute for the 0900 number and 50 cents a text. An issue worth it though?

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 

Dear Helen, 

Don’t believe that the Hikoi is gone and forgotten 

I still remember the day the South African Rugby team arrived at Auckland in 1981. It was a dark mid-winters morning as I drove out to the airport, thinking that if just a few of us turned up it would still be worthwhile as a protest against their tour of NZ. Closer to the airport the headlights of cars became more numerous. I initially thought that they must be friends and families going to meet other passengers off the flight. Then it dawned on me … there’s too many cars for that. They must be coming to register their protest! The image of beams of light became so etched in my memory that before each of the marches I went on that winter I had a powerful reminder of the energy and commitment that comes from physically gathering together around a common issue. Some 6 years earlier another march had threaded its way from Cape Reinga to Wellington. The memory of that hikoi - “not one acre more’ – has been powerfully evoked 28 years on. I’m still stirred by the television images of the Hikoi surrounding the steps of Parliament. Helen, such events don’t lose their significance simply because you chose not to appear. They become the energising motivation for ongoing action. I’ve just finished reading a book about another Hikoi. Yes, in another country, yes 40 years ago, and yes a speech that still speaks powerfully today. I’ve taken the liberty of altering it to our context 

“And so we’ve come here today to dramatise a shameful condition. In a sense we’ve come to our nations capital to cash a cheque. When the architects of our [nation] wrote the magnificent words of [Te Tiriti o Waitangi] they were signing a promissory note to which every [New Zealander] was to fall heir. This was a promise that all men [yes Maori as well as Pakeha] would be guaranteed unalienable rights… It is obvious today that [New Zealand] has defaulted on its promissory note insofar as her citizens of colour are concerned. Instead of holding this sacred obligation, [New Zealand] has given [Maori] a bad cheque, a cheque that has come back marked “insufficient funds”… But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt” from The Dream – Drew D Hansen 

Don’t believe that Pakeha are not opposed to the legislation 
At the moment it may seem to you as if Maori are the only ones opposing the legislation. I guess that’s because the central issue has been sold to us as protecting our (Pakeha) access to the beach. I’ve been struggling to read an article by your Attorney General, Margaret Wilson. In it she is stating why she believes its OK for the Sea Bed and Foreshore Bill to override at least one section of the Bill of Rights. It’s a very detailed and complex document, as befits a legal argument attempting to justify the rightness of doing a wrong. In many ways it seems as tortuous as the development of the Bill itself over the last 9 months, with every twist and turn indicating a Government determined on putting policy above principle. I have applauded you for “sticking your neck out” on many other social and cultural issues. Why are you not prepared to do so now? 

Like Martin Luther King, many of us have a dream about the future of race relations in New Zealand. A country where “all of God’s children, black and white, Jew and Gentile, Protestant and Catholic will be able to join hands and sing…….” But you can’t bring about unity when you deny people their day in Court…. when you dismiss the seriousness of the issue as arising from a small drafting error in another piece of legislation 10 years earlier. I believe there are human rights violations arising from the legislation that if allowed to proceed will continue to undermine the ‘health’ of the nation for years to come. 

Don’t believe that your Budget announcements will distract Maori 
You recently said that that the really important things for Maori are what you deliver in the social and economic areas. I’m writing just before the Budget announcement and so I don’t know what it contains. for Maori.. I applaud the work you have done in health, housing, education, employment etc. I still believe that ‘Closing the Gaps’ is an accurate statement of why it is needed to be done. But human beings are not just consumers… this is the lie of the modern age. We are not just well fed cogs in some great economic scheme. … we are people whose ultimate wellbeing is built around a healthy sense of identity, particularly through our relationships. As Christians we understand this implicitly (but don’t often behave accordingly!) Our tradition, our teachings, tells us that our identity is not based on what we have, but who we are. “You can’t live by bread alone’. Identity that is particularly based on relationship to the land cannot be traded for increased tax credits. 

Yes, Don Brash’s speech has changed the climate of race relations in a huge way. I believe that you too are devastated by what he said, and by what may seem to be an impenetrable wall of Pakeha backlash. In 1999 talkback radio was seething with rage after Hinewehi Mohi sung the national Anthem in Maori at the Rugby World Cup. Now its standard. Sure, it’s not of the same huge legal, social and cultural magnitude as the current issue. But attitudes can change. It just needs leadership with courage and vision. Our country is in desperate need for women and men who are willing to see beyond the 3-year election cycle. In the middle of significant social change a former Prime Minister suggested it was time ‘to pause for a cuppa”. I’m asking you to do the same. There are many people committed to engage with neighbours and communities about what the way forward can be. But it needs time…. Please make that opportunity possible by withdrawing the legislation. 

Because I’m not a legal expert I wonder what I can really say about this legislation before the Select Committee. So I will be making a submission on what I do understand … that the passing of this legislation has the potential to undermine race relations for years to come. Helen I need you to hear what my heart is feeling as well as what my head is understanding. And I am urging friends and colleagues to do the same. 

FROM: Foreshore and Seabed: An Indecent Haste by Rodger Smith

Note: While the above article was written by a member of the Christian church, I myself am not a member of any church group, religious or other organisation. I have selected the article because I believe it makes a number of interesting and reasonable statements on Maori issues and it is intended to provoke thought and debate in the wider community.

FOR THE ORIGINAL ARTICLE:  http://www.socialjustice.org.nz/reflections/?id=26 

MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THIS MESSAGE:

· If you find this information useful, please forward it to others (unless they ask you not to).

· To be removed from the list, please reply to the person who sent it to you (original sender  jette@ix.net.nz).

· All previous issues of this bulletin and a brief biography of the author are now available on http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/jette.htm
· Copies of all bulletins are posted on www.aotearoa.maori.nz (do an advanced search on author – Jette). If you wish to respond or ask questions, please post them on this site, so that others can view and participate in the debate. If you would like me to respond personally, please send me a copy of the posting as well. 
