Compar ative analysis of secondary literatureson media
representations of political tensionsin Fiji and West

Papua

By L olohea Bulamaibau

Chapter One: Introduction

When Fiji’s political coups made news headlines in #ery 2000 and 2006, they
almost overshadowed special occasions of my own. Whes Imeke out of
George Speight staging a coup was the day before my didviethday bash.
When Frank Bainimarama released a press statement amgareoup d’état in
December 2006 our family was due to fly to Fiji a week lagen family reunion.
In both situations the news media played a part iatcrg moral panic amongst
my family, the diasporic community of Fijians and Ingigans living in New
Zealand and of New Zealand tourists holidaying in Fijadges of the military
staunchly holding guns, standing at barricades or chasingajmisraway from
certain areas of Suva or of hostage takers in FEqgiig in 2000 wearing
balaclavas, guarding themselves with guns overloaded themegia in New
Zealand. Images of tension were conveyed with contgastinges of church-
goers supporting deposed parliamentarians, a rugby match andteuppbthe
coup rejoicing showing the divide in the nation. Coverage West Papua’s
conflict though was overlooked by New Zealand mainstreadiana political
conflict that preceded Fiji's first political coup in 1987Mdmas continued as West
Papua struggles against Indonesia for independence hasstilbt made a

headline in New Zealand mainstream media.
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Initially my intention in my research proposal wagltoa comparative review of
Media Studies and Pacific Studies scholarship, using aficdenPacific
Journalism RevievandThe Contemporary Pacifio analyse the authors’
viewpoints. In the end and due to time constraints thigpeoative review will
use Pacific Studies as a frame and context for reviewongs by Media Studies
academics ifPacific Journalism Revieveomparing what they have written on the
political tensions of Fiji and West Papua. Treific Journalism Reviewas
chosen as the main source for my literature revieilwaas where relevant
articles on West Papua and Fiji's political conflictenir the perspectives of
Media Studies scholars was located and could be compayadivalysed for this
literature review. The purpose of comparing Media Studiesgarticles on Fiji
and West Papua was to assess what Media Studies acadengasriting about
Fiji and West Papua’s tensions, what issues were beirgsadaand brought to
the attention of readers from the perspectives of &18tlidies and what was not
being covered by Media Studies academics. | also wan&ptore similarities
and differences in themes of the articles on Fiji Afest Papua’s political conflict
and if underlying reasons are explained behind the politinaides. Having a
background in Media Studies and Pacific Studies has been\atimgf factor in
pursuing this project, particularly in exposing the rolenseam media has in
representing the Pacific and Pacific people in certaigsvand what possible
solutions are there to combat certain categories théddaglaced under. | was
also provoked by the lack of Pacific journalists in maweesn media providing a
voice for Pacific peoples and the confinements Pgoifimalists are faced with
from media organisations and Western models of journahainis not always
appropriate in covering the Pacific, its issues anddtsple. | felt that by
undertaking this project | would be making a contribution essponsible Pacific
citizen, concerned with how political conflicts in tRacific have been
represented and as a way of serving justice to West Pams \pblitical conflict
has continued to be unnoticed by many mainstream media aganss This
project may not make it into mainstream media butnfakes it into the hands of
a few people it's a start to recognition of these isiagpening right in our

backyard.
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Pacific Studies is an inter-disciplinary field that inmorates different subjects
into its discipline. Terrence Wesley-Smith (1995) dividedific Studies into
three rationales, the pragmatic rationale, laboratatignale and the
empowerment rationale and reflects on their implocegiin the field of Pacific
Studies. The pragmatic rationale refers to the influeficeountries such as the
United States of America, Australia and New Zealand henl tpragmatic need
to know about the Pacific Islands places with whichrtieeropolitan countries
have to deal” (Wesley-Smith, 1995:117). The laboratory ragot@ncerns the
Pacific and Pacific peoples as ideal and unique scierggearch objects and
areas in acquiring a greater insight into other fiefdéiscipline ranging from
Political Science to Human Biology (Wesley-Smith, 199%)e empowerment
rationale applies to Pacific Islanders being in tosaitol over Pacific Studies, as
a way of stepping out of the shadows of dominant Wesiems (Wesley-Smith,
1995). These rationales provide the Pacific Studies framehwill be referred to
in what frame academic writers Racific Journalism Revieare writing from in

their articles.

Melanesia comprises of West Papua, Papua New Guineaqgfbetiich are on the
same island), Fiji, the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu aew Raledonia with the
term deriving from the Greakelasmeaning black andesoidenoting islands in
reference to the dark skin of the natives (EncyclopaBdtannica 2013).
Melanesia was associated with witchcraft, head-hgntiannibalism and constant
warfare in the past with retribution for killings orumies of village members from
another village being the main cause behind the conflicts éHal, 1994).
Melanesia’s connection with violence was furtherssteel in Methodist
missionary newsletters from Wesleyan Methodist imrsgies such as James
Watkin, who represented Fiji in a violent and primitivarmer as a raising appeal
to send more missionaries to Fiji to save Fijiansnfleeathenism (Dinnen & Ley,
2000). Missionaries who had also travelled to Papua Newe@wvith Fijian
missionaries and Vanuatu found it more difficult in cating Papua New
Guineans and Vanuatu people to Christianity because tireimanities were
more isolated compared to Fijian villages. A group of Riji@issionaries who
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joined the European missionaries on the crusade in Papu&biewa were killed
by Papua New Guineans but hailed as matyrs by the Eurapssionaries
(Dinnen & Ley, 2000). The representations of how Papua Geiweans were
viewed by Methodist missionaries were categorised iag lvald and relentlessly
ready for warfare before being converted to Christiaiipifen & Ley, 2000).
European missionaries’ depictions of Melanesians providedsaview where the
European missionaries were writing through Euroceregnsds, seen through their
praise and criticisms of Fijian missionaries (Dinneb&y, 2000). From these
representations of how some communities of Melanesians viewed seem to
have had a lasting effect on the ways political cotsflparticularly in Fiji, have
been represented and framed through mainstream media Blre@entric views
from the past still dominate news media in this presemt

The ways in which the media has represented what aagdievatch, read and
listen to in news reports over events in the Pabdis been of personal interest,
particularly during my undergraduate study where | majorédeidia Studies and
Pacific Studies at Victoria University. What has beeikisg is the relationship
between media and the audiences, especially whatdt@mproduce for audience
consumption as well as what and how audiences decoddhehmedia has
presented to them. Pierre Bourdieu’s theory of cultui@pction demonstrates
audiences understanding of what they consume from éokarthrough a
meaning-making process (Louw, 2001). Louw explains the procedtine of
media as encoders who present the information touttheace who decode what
has been depicted from the media, interpreting thenrton in distinct ways
(Louw, 2001). Audiences decipher what has been encoded sawmwrage with
pre-existing preconceptions, frames of reference and elieith can make the
meaning-making process as prejudiced as what the mediadaded for
audience consumption (Louw, 2001). The roles that botm#tka and audiences
assume in the meaning-making process play an importanthgeotv political
conflicts in the Pacific are being represented by the anédiwvhat ways

audiences interpret these events with their own pigiegipresumptions and
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framings on West Papua and Fiji and whether those faatias their
understanding of Fiji and West Papua’s political conflicts.

Media organisations also incorporate their own pre-exjdieliefs and opinions.
(Harrison, 2007). Harrison (2007) explains of news medianisgtons being
ideological in having the ability to delineate a world vigat advocates their
specific values and interests through controlling whatemadis see, making it
appear to be common sense or apparent. The influenced& arganisations
upon the audience is also felt by journalists, withetk@mple of first Pacific
Issues Correspondent for Radio New Zealand Richard Pama(Ramatatau,
2012). Pamatatau recalls his experience of being a jostro&lPacific descent in
an organisation where preconceptions of beliefs, valuestarebtypes of how
Pacific people were to be represented or categorisedvs reports often
contrasted in either a light-hearted and cultural way @ burdensome and
negative light (Pamatatau, 2012). Pamatatau also eet®the expectations
required of him as a correspondent from the organisatidrhis Pakeha
colleagues in focusing on Pacific issues that conformateteotypes of the
Pacific and Pacific people in mainstream media (Paaat2012). In Hanusch’s
article that compared coverage of international araifiPaews inThe Australian
andThe Fiji Timesublications it was concluded that both newspapers’ ageer
on Pacific news were insufficient (Hanusch, 2003). I aiso found thathe Fiji
Timescovered more foreign news on developing countriesarPdcific thahe
Australianbut due taT'he Fiji Timegeliance on Western news agencies, the news
reports were more negative thélne Australian(Hanusch, 2003). This all relates
to how Western media organisations have the powenuavat, how and if
political tensions in Fiji and West Papua are being pteden mainstream media
and whether it is represented in a way that correspoitd€wrocentric views,
especially as the countries are Melanesian and crgjd that were placed on
them during the enlightenment era.
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In mainstream media there is also the notion in néassif it “bleeds it leads”
(Carter & Weaver, 2003). News of violence, political cmitdéland war are seen as
authentic journalism as Carter and Weaver state “tswtlolence, reality is war,
news is conflict...Journalism is combat” (Carter & Weaaa®03: 21). Carter and
Weaver (2003) further analyse the importance of reportmignee in Western
journalism, done in a way where violence is representadcertain way to the
audience that concealed realities of fatalities andstation to not provoke
audiences question factors behind the conflict. This linkis thie political
conflicts with West Papua and Fiji which will be furthealysed in the
comparative sections where simple reporting on theicomfas focused on, not
considering the background story or factors that ledegthitical coups which
were complex. The idea that ‘bad news sells’ in Westaurnalism where the
conflicts are focused on but not the solution will aleadviewed through the
Pacific Journalism Reviewparticularly how Western models of journalism has
effected how political tensions in Fiji and West Paparehbeen portrayed in the

media.

Chapter Two: Analysis on Pacific Journalism Review Articles on Fiji

This chapter will be reviewing literature on Media Stu@iggloring issues of the
Fiji coups published from the year 2000 onwaRiditical conflicts leading to
these coups have been investigated through articlesfi®perspectives of
Media Studies scholars, particularly on coverage ofitlaecoup d’états in Fiji
since 2000 and the way the events have been representednedia. Media
Studies scholars have taken different approaches inre@lFiji's political
upheavals but common themes have been found in theieanitiich will be
discussed. Fiji's political conflicts began in 1987 whdiagor-General Sitiveni
Rabuka overthrew the government headed by Prime MinisteciiBavadra and
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his caucus, the Fiji Labour Party, due to racial tendi@t&een Indigenous
Fijians and Indo-Fijians. Two coups were staged in 1987 jrifglay then again
in October (Prakash & Singh, 2006). The next coup, letkéat in public) by
failed entrepreneur George Speight was held in May 2000thoeiing the
government of Prime Minister Mahendra Chaudhry who alss the leader of the
Fiji Labour Party-again racial tensions were cited (Gour2l@00). The most
recent coup was organised and led by Commodore Frank Bagmmaan
December 2006, following military unrest and political tensiwith Prime
Minister Laisenia Qarase. Bainimarama and the milpdaged Qarase under
house arrest, removing him and the government from powesr@éftrase
unsuccessfully tried to dismiss Bainimarama from histjwosin the military as

commander (Durutalo, 2007)

Literatures that was reviewed was all taken from tlae 2600 and onwards, as
there was more literature on these political confliictspared to academic
articles written before the year 2000. It would also beenpertinent as there was
more coverage, reports and analysis on recent poldaups in Fiji. ThdPacific
Journalism Reviewvas used in sourcing the literature through the Te Waharo
database in the VUW Library. Thacific Journalism Reviewas where all
academic media articles were found, providing the bapeesgenting articles from
the perspectives of Media Studies scholars and joumafisbm their views they
explained the situation of the political conflicts igi;Hiow they perceived it and
the implications it had or currently has for the mezthd media coverage on these
political tensions. The military have played major sale both of the coups where
they have been behind both George Speight and Frank Baamraaf he
relationship between the military, police and the imtegpvernments over the
past two coups are analysed, particularly their stancews media in Fiji and
how each of the interim governments have dealt weemtbdia during and after
the coups.
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Media freedom is a term that is regularly seen initamture fromPacific
Journalism Reviewn Fiji's coup d’états (Perrottet & Robie, 2011; Singh, 2012).
Pacific media freedom has been an ongoing issue jnijch has been observed
in the articles from the coups in 2000 and 2006, where rgstischave been
placed on media companies on what is allowed to be iegten the media and
what is not. As opposed to the 1987 coup where Sitiveni Rankais regime
cracked down on media freedom in the Pacific (Inteonaii Federation of
Journalists, 1990) George Speight had taken advantage of tiee Awitles that
reflect on Speight’s regular press conferences sawaitvesy of publicising
himself in the coup d’état (Field, 2001; Moala, 2001). In Paratiicle about the
coup in 2000 stated “George Speight was a media person’s’difearati, 2001:
35). Speight’s knowledge of the value of the media waayaof spreading his
perspectives about the coup and the accessibility josta&iad to Speight was
also maintained with the military (Pareti, 2001). Altho&peight had welcomed
journalists into parliament, there was still a thiteathose who spoke out or
broadcast opposing views on Speight and his coup, and tineagstwere met
with abuse both physically, verbally and perhaps even ithentéth the Fiji
Television station being damaged, the assault on someajais by supporters of
Speight and verbal insults against radio reporters (Maa@i ; Ofotalau, 2001).

Rather than follow Speight’s lead, Bainimarama emdI&abuka in restricting
media freedom in Fiji. In the aftermath of Frank Baiarama’s coup, decrees
were passed to shutdown media freedom in Fiji (Singh, 204.2)pril 2009, after
the Fiji Court of Appeal ruling had decided that the post-deomporary
government was unlawful, Fiji's President at the timéuRsefa lloilo annulled
Fiji's 1997 constitution, removing all judicial officers areinstated Bainimarama
as Fiji's Prime Minister (Singh, 2012). What followedeafBainimarama’s
reappointment was the Public Emergency Regulations (R§R)ation that gave
authority to the Permanent Secretary of Informatiogr @i news media in Fiji,
and government censor admissions to all Fiji newsroorasdess the news before
being disseminated to the public (Singh, 2012). With the myilitacontrol the
Public Emergency Regulations was removed but replaceddgyséation almost
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parallel to PER and named the Public Order (Amendmert)e@e2012 only two
days after (Singh, 2012). This decree provided police with uedhpowers to
use force that included firearms to separate any meéigvias deemed a threat
to public safety (Singh, 2012). This contributed to the supesdimedia
freedom in Fiji as police intimidated journalists inith@osition of authority.

Censorship over what news was shown and what was nogénd after the
2006 coup were also analysed. Concerns over media owné&whip
Bainimarama’'s government were put into action afte20@6 coup. In June 2010
Bainimarama'’s regime announced the Media DevelopmemeBearchich limited
foreign ownership of the press to no more than ten pecfe@wnership,
specifically targetingriji Timesas it was against Bainimarama’s interim
government (Perrottet & Robie, 201E)ji Times which was formerly under one
of the branches of Rupert Murdoch’s company News Cotiporavas sold to the
Motibhai group, a major Fiji trading company (Perrottet &bie, 2011). Under
the guidance of Australian form&mespublisher Dallas Swinstead, tRgi
Timeswas to be published compliantly to the interim governmstiatsdards to
maintain the business of the newspaper (Perrot & R20IEl). By restricting
foreign ownership over news media it enforced censar&aping to self-
censorship where the local news media began removingtomestories that
would be critical of Bainimarama'’s regime or seen agtabical (Hooper, 2013).

Penalties for presenting or voicing a critical starg&irsst the interim government
included being imprisoned, being fired from their occupatiobeing interrogated
by the military (Hooper, 2013). The result of restrictivigat news media could
present and self-censorship led to poor quality news, wigeve media in Fiji
reported on weaker stories, emphasising on sports and #tkerevith the-iji
Sunnewspaper, and writing positive stories on the Bairamar's interim
government (Hooper, 2013). The budding relationship Bainimasamizrim
government has with China and Russia was also of coteétopper due to the
power and influence they would have on Fiji, especialljnedia and higher
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education where their dominance may further effect cehgoand self-
censorship in Fiji (Hooper, 2013). This was starting to be geengh top Fiji
television news reporters being sent to Beijing for megstivith Chinese
government officials where they were also treatedips tn other Chinese cities
whilst being entertained. The reporters saw the decelpébmd it, yet they
enjoyed the pampering they received (Hooper, 2013).

The issue of local and foreign coverage over Fiji'spgsoand who was more
reliable were also explored Racific Journalism Reviewarticles. Mason analysed
how Australian media had covered the Pacific, examiningt the news media
chose to present using coverage on coups and conflitie Pacific. According
to Mason “essentially, the Australian media is onlgiiasted in covering the
Pacific if it involves a coup, conflict or a natural dit” (Mason, 2001: 57).
Journalist play a vital role in the Pacific media @amgvhich has impacted on the
way the Pacific is represented. Foreign correspondeatssaally based in the
Pacific where they live and work in the communities tiweye about, dedicated
to the future of the Pacific (Mason, 2001). CommerciaMislon and
sensationalist newspapers are known to use a certiro$rgporting termed
“parachute journalists” (Mason, 2001: 59). Parachute joursaligio may have
no background knowledge on the country they are travellingidppver where
the conflict is happening, carry out reports on the &svand leave once the
conflict has ended (Mason, 2001). This links to Field’s a&r izl the foreign
journalists who have no knowledge of Fiji and were suddimlist into the
country to report on Speight’s coup, becoming the partitgpaather than the
observers of the coup d’état (Field, 2001). The journatstering Speight’s coup
in Fiji suffered from Stockholm syndrome where they sytimisad with George
Speight, becoming a part of Speight’s propaganda (Field, 208kas$tr & Singh,
2006). Their involvement affected coverage of the coupegsttad become the
story rather than the writers.
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Tupuelueu (2001) scrutinised the relationship between the paolittha local
reporters in being too close, especially on local mediarege regarding the
murder of Fiji Red Cross director John Morris Scott hisdoartner Gregory
Scrivener’s (Tupuelueu, 2001). John Scott, who played a m@gin assisting
the hostages during Speight’s coup, was found hacked to dehthisvpartner,
Gregory Scrivenein Fiji. Tupuelueu’s analysis questioned the media’s
perspective on the event, the imbalance in its repad$iaw they reported it in a
way that coincided with police commissioner Isikia &8 comment on John
Scott and his partner’s lifestyle choice of being in embsexual relationship as
the reason for their deaths. The suggestion that Jodth\8as killed because of
his role in the coup was quashed swiftly by police as ulevbring forth possible
political reasons for the deaths of Scott and Scriv€hapuelueu, 2001). There
was also the issue of local reporters allowing spokespdaph Speight’s camp
to report on the situation of the conflict on the cadising that time to also make
a plea to indigenous Fijians to support their cause @@iot 2001). Parachute
journalists were also a concern from the Pacifierimational News Association
(PINA) who was alarmed about some of the coveragedbp was receiving
from the foreign press (Ofotalau, 2001). The lack of kndgdein the complexity
of Fiji’'s political past, history and not carrying outfstient research on Fiji's
crisis led to coverage that was simple and shallowté@¥u, 2001).

Racial tensions between Indigenous Fijians and IndorBigeen as the cause of
both of the coups this century as well as how theigalitonflicts were presented
in the news media (Duncan, 2002; O’Callaghan, 2001; M@8aa1 ; Ofotalau,
2001; Prakash & Singh, 2006). The divide between indigenoas FFgporters
and Indo-Fijian reporters was seen as a hostile mitustirred up by tense
emotions where it was difficult for the reporters tefan objective approach
(Moala, 2001). It was also challenging with journalists rapg on politics in

their own country as it is tied in with cultural loties as opposed to foreign
reporters with no connection to the country (Moala, 200li¢.Daily Post
newspaper, partially owned by the government of Fiji mlastern rules when
reporting on the situation; not giving Speight and his suppddersiwuch
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publicity through photos, regularly rotating reporters to évbem getting
involved in Speight’s propaganda and using terms such as teyemd leader of
the kidnappers that denounced Speight and his men (Moala, Z0@Daily Post
focused on the effects of the coup on the people andtmomy rather than
focusing on the crisis. They were quickly banned fromgaent, with Moala
stating how important it is not to get personally invdliue politics (Moala,
2001).

This differed to Duncan’s perspective on Fiji's newspapever@age of the coups.
TheFiji Timesand theDaily Postwere comparatively analysed, paying attention
to the perspectives of indigenous Fijian editors and #dtiorials on coup in
2000. What Duncan gathered from both newspapers was theatddgacy of
Fijian chiefs being the “rightful rulers of Fiji” (Duan, 2002:10). The
publications shared more similarities than differenceakeir opinions of the coup
where editors found it necessary for the Fijian is$é&s to be protected without
considering the effect on the Indo-Fijian communitye Titiction between the
Indo-Fijian community and Indigenous Fijians were citedthate was no
indication of tensions between social classes withenindigenous Fijian
community (Duncan, 2002). It also did not look at the hisahrsocial and
economic factors that contributed to this coup, rathersing the blame on
George Speight (Duncan, 2001). The media also played angatising the lack
of understanding with Fiji's 1997 constitution which was tmout by Speight,
instead paying attention to the debate on the constit(@&@allaghan, 2001). It
was also for the purpose of protecting indigenous intetbat the media ignored
clarifying the constitution (O’Callaghan, 2001). What mayéplayed a part
along the grounds of Speight’s coup were the tensioneketthe Chaundry
government and the local media, where Chaundry had attusé&iji Times of
emboldening treason, which ledRgi Timesreports portraying Chaundry’s
government in a negative way (O’Callaghan, 2001).

Page | 12
Lolohea Bulamaibau



Supremacy of indigenous rights and racial conflicts asgglite cause of the coup
in 2000 were also seen as one-dimensional motives (@f912001). Indigenous
Fijians, particularly those of the working-class werdumiced by campaigners
against Chaundry’'s government, feeding into the idea ofdosierything to the
Chaundry government if they were to be kept in power @ldat 2001). This
covered the underlying reason of people wanting to have riytttwough
unlawful means by removing the constitution and instigatingva system of
government, using indigenous rights as a facade forakairagendas (Ofotalau,
2001). Frictions within the military caused during the 2000 copprated the
soldiers into two groups. The first were termed the fggsional soldiers” whom
under commander Commodore Bainimarama believed tharyighould not get
involved in politics (Bohane, 2001). The other group of soldiene named the
“politicals” who wanted to safeguard the pre-eminencedijenous rights
(Bohane, 2001). With the military being made up of 98 peliceigenous
Fijians, the aspiration of wanting Fiji to be led onlydyyindigenous Fijian prime
minister in order to have more control over land lsds®&l caused many of the
soldiers to be undecided about being one of the “pditica one of the
“professional” soldiers (Bohane, 2001).

Underlying reasons behind the coups not being presented by jetgmads also
due to the pressures and struggles faced in the newsroiijis Mewsrooms and
newspapers found it difficult implementing investigativerjaalism in their news
due to time constraints, lack of funding and being undeestg8ingh, 2012).
There were also concerns over carrying out investigstioat would uncover
nothing, depending on current stories that were more depen@ahlell as the
backlash media organisations would receive from the goerhaxposing
corruption and bribery (Singh, 2012). The backfiring effee term used for
punitive actions taken against media organisations and jousniayishe military
on any investigations they carry out on parties in asecto the government
(Singh, 2012). Through legislations such as the Fiji Dgprakent Decree,
journalists could be jailed or fined heavily for refusioghame confidential
sources as a way of endorsing anti-whistleblowing in @vesrmedia (Singh,
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2012). It was also placed as a way of removing any infoomatn government
corruption and bribery (Singh, 2012).

In spite of concerns over investigative journalismijn he media has still
managed to expose some major scandals, such as thedNBamk of Fiji loan
scams in the 1990s and Mahendra Chaundry’s US$1 million landddank
funds in different Australian accounts in 2008 (Singh, 2012nthlg magazines
in Fiji such adMai Life andThe Reviewno longer in publication) when compared
with newspapers had an advantage in reporting investigativealism as
magazines were cheaper to produce and had more time t@aatheir enquiries
(Singh, 2012). Collaborating with other news media orgaoissiwas a way
forward in investigative journalism, which was seen wWitie RevievandFiji
Timesworking together in exposing the National Bank scandaldotreut to a
wider audience (Singh, 2012). This relates with Mortortisla discussing the
greater impact of disseminating news through collabaratith different media
organisations that would be accessible to more people ¢hld2013). Media
companies and journalists do not usually follow a storyhbatbeen reported by
another and are not known to share stories but thefoeedllaboration in
investigative journalism to reach a broader audience in exgaosrruption is a
necessity at such difficult times (Morton, 2013; Sirig@ 2).

A need for change in a paradigm shift was seen witmgism in the Pacific,
particularly for issues of conflict in the Pacificii§h, 2013; Robie, 2013). As
Western models of journalism and news values have umshin the Pacific, it
has not always been well suited to a local Pacditext. Singh argues for a new
model of journalism to be followed under the paradigm mhrmesponsible
conflict reporting when carrying out journalism on conflicthe Pacific (Singh,
2013). Responsible conflict reporting is informed by conflicokggn, peace-
building, peace journalism and development journalisrméseof the framework
that go further than the Western model of journalisat focuses on the conflict
and violence from it (Singh, 2013). These themes focwsays of understanding
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the background of the conflict; it is also a way of viegvthe underlying reasons
of conflict and exploring peaceful ways of solving thestens, giving a voice to
the non-elite sources and those who disapprove of theng® in the conflict
(Singh, 2013). Robie analyses news values models, compheijdstern
approach with alternative models such as deliberative areogement
journalism. Development journalism focuses on analyguugt-colonial national
development” (Robie, 2013: 100) whereas deliberative journ&mphasises on
exploring alternatives and solutions to the tensionsedisas exposing the truth
and critiquing the governments and institutions (Robie, 2013 &t linked
with responsible conflict reporting that would be betteteslio reporting on
issues in the Pacific as opposed to following Westerdetsonhich rely heavily
on elite sources rather than sources from the grasssooisiunity (Robie, 2013).

The coverage over the coups in the years 2000 and 2006 na®peesented by
media negatively. Through the articles from Bazific Journalism Reviethe
issues of media freedom in Fiji, censorship, local andign coverage over the
conflicts and following Western models of journalism aerds values have all
been factors to the ways the coups have been represetitednedia. The roles
of the government, military and the police have likeviiad an effect on news
media and reporting in Fiji. The relationship betweenginernment and the
military has been vital in restricting media freedongauraging censorship and
self-censorship through their power over legislationthermedia. Using racial
tensions as a cover-up for the cause of the politiaaflicts was also analysed
where the articles delved into the fundamental reakenhmd the coups that were
not reported by media. A step forward in how politicahflicts should be
presented in combatting simple reporting on conflicts seas with Robie (2013)
and Singh (2013) in adapting alternative approaches to journalithe Pacific,
centring on possible solutions rather than the problemisieRand Singh’s models
are more appropriate methods into how news mediaiistapld report on
political conflicts and in exposing corruption in the gowvaent and institutions of

Fiji. The need for more collaboration amongst Fijidiaeorganisations in
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following each other’s stories was discussed as wgr&allectively, creating
reports that have more of an impact in reaching a widgieace (Singh, 2012).

Chapter Three: Analysis of Pacific Journalism Review Articles on West
Papua

In this next segment | will be analysing Media Studitesature on the political
conflict in West Papua, delving into articles published frbenytear 2000.
Literature was also obtained from tRacific Journalism Reviethrough Te
Waharoa database where articles on West Papua’s cdrdfictMedia Studies
perspectives were located. West Papua was initially uhdesontrol of the
Dutch, named as the Netherlands East Indies Governdlémiugh Indonesia
considered West Papua to be under their rule, the Netbernfaursued to have
West Papua identified as a South Pacific territory in 29i7in the South Pacific
Commission. West Papua’s struggle against Indonesia faggendence began
after the Dutch placed West Papua under the United Nafi@emgorary
Executive Authority (UNTEA) in 1962 in the belief that act of self-
determination would be conducted by West Papua under Indonesia’s
administrative control (Browne, S: 1998). In 1969 a reféven ‘Act of Free
Choice’ was held by the Indonesian president Major-Geigarharto where 1,022
chosen representatives elected for West Papua to becpareof the Indonesian
Republic. In spite of reports from foreign journaliatel a United Nations
representative of bribery, intimidation and subjugatiothenelected delegates it
received little international attention and West Pagftieially became a part of
Indonesia (Browne, S: 1998).

Indonesia’s sovereignty over West Papua was enforcedghnestrictions on
foreign journalists entering West Papua to conduct thearting (Leadbeater,
2008; Matbob & Papoutski, 2006). The limitations foreign joust@have faced,
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has effectively kept the conflict that West Papuawits Indonesia silent from
international media coverage, with local reports agst\Papua also being
constrained due to the ownership of local West Papua apespunder the
Indonesian army, security forces and politicians (Matkdtapoutski, 2006). The
processes for journalists requesting a visa into West Hegweato undergo a
lengthy administrative process from the Ministry of Iimfiation (Perrottet &
Robie, 2011). Even then, foreign journalists who have egir visas to go in to
West Papua are usually denied by the Indonesian governrhergag journalists
who are given permission to enter West Papua are ddteul by the Indonesian
military and closely monitored (Matbob & Papoutski, 200@)midation taken to
the extreme has resulted in two deaths, five abduct@gist assaults and two
police arrests found in the media freedom report stsist 2011 (Perrottet &
Robie, 2011). This has also been a deterrent to foreigngbsts especially the
unexplained deaths of journalists, seen with the cabtad Worth, an Australian
journalist born in Papua New Guinea whose death camdayatfter the
announcement of his documentagnd of the Morning Stambout West Papua’s
history and conflict (Matbob & Papoutski, 2006).

The Indonesian military and government work closely tiogye placing
restrictions not only on journalists but also on theknd non-governmental
organisations and international human rights workers daertbnual reports of
human rights breaches by the Indonesian military atidgp@Perrottet & Robie,
2011). West Papuan and Indonesian journalists have also dadltwith the
company of Indonesian intelligence officers in th&wsrooms, editing their
news items and issuing out propaganda (Perrottet & Robie, ZI0d).
relationship between the Indonesian administrationgg@alnd military has
exuded more control over media in West Papua where Is@onmedia prevails
over local media (Perrottet & Robie, 2011). Local andifprgournalists who
report on West Papuan issues are accused of supporting thetisepanovement
of West Papua, which has resulted in violent attackstaedts against journalists
and human rights workers from the Indonesian police atidum (Perrottet &

Robie, 2011). The military and police in Indonesia hawnlable to conceal their
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brutality against journalists, choosing not to identify ati@ckers of journalists
who have been assaulted and refusing further investigatimnsuspicious deaths
of journalists (Perrottet & Robie, 2011).

Matbob and Papoutski's article analyses coverage ovet Pépua in Papua New
Guinea newspapers, carrying out a comparative contergtigagon on three
major publicationsn the time periods of 1984 and 2006, analysing how often and
in what manner West Papua received attention on theilictoarid issues they
have been faced with (Matbob & Papoutski, 2006). The aralysovered the
diminishing pattern on reports about West Papua, where were 133 reports on
West Papua in 1984 compared with 70 stories and two photo staiesere the
only news to reach the front page in 2006 (Matbob & Papo@8&5). The
sources used in the news stories indicated the rel@neéte sources for
information (Matbob & Papoutski, 2006). Although elite smsrwere relied on in
1984, they were from the Papua New Guinea government, Isidongovernment
and Papua New Guinea organisations (Matbob & Papoutski, Z0@6é)sources

in the period of 2006 relied on the Indonesian governmeicial#f followed by

the Australian government and the Papua New Guinea goverramen
organisations, there were also West Papuan sourceslimthiperiods were not
as dominant as those in power or associated with amieag@n (Matbob &
Papoutski, 2006). This relates to an article from Mason (2083)refers to the
use of elite sources in journalism stating “the souneesl to have authority. If a
news story is to remain objective, every statemeatisi¢o be attributed to
somebody and preferably somebody in authority” (Ma200,7:109). Mason
(2007) further explains of the dependence journalists haegithorities to tell the
story to make the news report credible.

The change in relationships between Indonesia, AustiNgia, Zealand and
Papua New Guinea has affected the political conflict @st\Papua as well as
international coverage on West Papua’s tensions (Letelh@008; Matbob &
Papoutski, 2006). Leadbeater discusses Indonesia’s shiftinigmslap with New
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Zealand, from rebuilding their liaison with Indonesiieraa volatile period during
the Indonesian military’s violent backlash of Eashdi’s independence from
Indonesia, to New Zealand accepting the 2001 Special Autotegisyation for
West Papua as they perceived it to be “the best routpdaceful solution in
Papua” (Leadbeater, 2008: 172). New Zealand’s mutual relatiowsthip
Indonesia, supporting their movement against the separafi$vest Papua has
also affected coverage on West Papua’s conflict in Nealadd, with mainstream
media in New Zealand overlooking the important issuestWapua are faced
with by not reporting on them (Leadbeater, 2008). The eiuepi this has been
Radio NZ which Zweifel (2010) states is not a public breatkr driven by
commercialism or ratings. Zweifel explains the diffties with reporting on West
Papua are the verification of information they receiseally through email, but
they still make a concerted effort to report on WegilRd's conflict (Zweifel,
2010).

The relationship Indonesia has with Australia and Papua®@nea has also
influenced how West Papua’s tensions and issues with éstlohave been
represented (Matbob & Papoutski, 2006). Papua New Guinea’'segliance on
international news agencies for reports on West Paplithardependency on
elite sources from Indonesia, Australia and Papua Newe@are due to their
diplomatic relationship and has shaped how West Papuewediin the news
from people in positions of power, preferring not to rééeWest Papuan sources
as greatly or using West Papuan refugees or their repaisest(Matbob &
Papoutski, 2006). Western news values being followed by PapuaGhNmea
media on interesting activities currently happening andiépendency on
authority figures for information particularly from Indesia and Australia
showed their power as well as the influence of IndenesiPapua New Guinea’s
coverage over West Papua. Papua New Guinea’s assoegutidimdonesia
through joint agreements benefitting Papua New Guineangbsts and
organisations have led to more positive reports on Irslarislatbob &
Papoutski, 2006). There has also been caution on coverastePa&puans receive

from Papua New Guinea media, using safe terms in desghdest Papuans who
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have fled to Papua New Guinea and Australia to ensuré thatild not attract
international attention or awareness from the Uniatlons refugee agency
(Matbob & Papoutski, 2006). In 2007 Australia signed the Lonttzgky with
Indonesia as a covenant of their pledge to the princgpalsvalues of the United
Nations, furthermore vowing to not interfere in eactedthinternal affairs
(Davies, 2012).

The outcome in diplomatic agreements between Indan&ssgralia and New
Zealand as well as Indonesia’s influence over Papua Nene& has resulted in
West Papua being ignored by international media (Leaelhez008). Different
factors have aided the cause of West Papua’s conffi@ingng silent in
mainstream media, with the Lombak treaty signed batwadonesia and
Australia; West Papua is underrepresented in Australetanas Australia
advocates Indonesia’s regime and also has mining companiésst Papua
(Davies, 2012). New Zealand is in a similar position totislis, placing their
bureaucratic relationship with Indonesia above West Pagliaugporting
Indonesia on keeping West Papua under Indonesian territguindhfor a
democratically stable and united Indonesia, although it depemdadw tensions
with West Papua were dealt with by the Indonesian goverhare military
(Leadbeater, 2008). New Zealand journalists have noteshWWest Papua to
come across its conflicts, while New Zealand ambassddore made regular
trips to West Papua to supervise aid projects and a trainigggonme tailored for
West Papuan police in community policing and conflict resmiufLeadbeater,
2008). Papua New Guinea also share a bilateral relationghipnagonesia,
signing a Treaty of Mutual Respect, Friendship and Cooperatib®36 with
Papua New Guinea’s current Prime Minister Sir Micl&mihare, who once was a
former critic of Indonesia’s regime later becoming encade of Indonesia
(Matbob & Papoutski, 2006).

A significant proporation of the attention that Weap&a has received from
foreign media has been as a primitive country in trewenalism (Petersson,
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2013). Petersson (2013) analyses how West Papua has beayeabmrthe
Swedish media from 1959-2009, examining articles on West PReparts and
news items on West Papua from the Swedish medialleamebased on West
Papua as a primitive country and people and as a tourattattr, focusing on
West Papua’s supposed primeval ways of living (Petersson,.26d8hesia had
allowed limited access for foreigners into West Papukdi’6 to broadcast
Indonesia as a nation stable in its democracy tolmbludience (Petersson,
2013). Baliem Valley, located in the Papuan highlands wagalgratourist
attraction that became the focus of news items ind&heublications, seen as an
area untouched by civilisation by Swedish media untiieBaValley experienced
social and political changes (Petersson, 2013). Thetiattemas then turned to
the Korowai and Kombai communities known as the ‘treese people’ whose
way of living was again of fascination to Swedish and oftweign media,
becoming popular with international media (Petersson, 201®) Swedish
media’s captivation of West Papua, concentrating ttmierage on areas of West
Papua deemed to be primitive or untouched was seen asity jamar an
enormous task reporting on in travel journalism (Peters2@l13).

West Papuans were represented in foreign and Swedish me&ertain ways in
regards to both conflict and in tourism journalism. Thelifigs on constructions
of West Papuans in the media were categorised intdrimes of primitive
representations: viewing West Papuans as threatening andgictiestras victims,
as estimable and as fixed and timeless people with gteéviio categories placed
under foreign journalism and the other classificatidasqu below travel
journalism (Petersson, 2013); West Papuans labelled anwitctithe media
relates to Leadbeater mentioning academics’ consideratite existence of
West Papuans being in danger due to the increasing effqmisarty, disease,
unrestrained migration and loss of life-sustaining for@stadbeater, 2008). This
also links with Howe’s notion of the fatal impact tmggonjured by historians in
the eighteenth century who believed that Pacific pojouatfaced extinction due
to the impacts of European contact (Howe, 1977). And theragion in
Petersson’s article about the power of elite sourdesgive their comments to
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conserve their own economic and political interest¢/est Papua through
utilising the foreign media to present West Papua ot Wapua’'s conflict in a
particular way (Petersson, 2013).

The framing of West Papua by the Swedish and foreign prgdsres the concept
of frames, with the term being defined as “organising golasithat are socially
shared and persistent over time, that work symbolitalimeaningfully structure
the social world” (Petersson, 2013:189). The history behinalicibintact

between Europeans and Africans who were viewed as pramitvhere West
Papua was grouped with, has maintained the frame of p@néss in travel
journalism (Petersson, 2013). Different travel piece® maflected each other in
exploring West Papua, strengthening historic frames on pesuif Africans
onto West Papuans recreating the epic concept of ssetvituropean meeting a
primeval African in a dramatic way (Petersson, 2013g ffames that have been
constructed historically has influenced over time whah@wn through the

media, particularly international media’s coverag&\afst Papua, emphasising on
the country and the people as unchanging through travegiam yet ignoring
West Papua’s conflict for independence (Leadbeater, 2008s8amte 2013). The
agenda of journalism in when, what, how and if theyosleao report on West
Papua’s conflict is connected to the categorical framest\Wapuans are placed in
with foreign and Swedish media presenting contrasepgasentations of West
Papuans as timeless and fascinating in tourism or as dasgerd a problem in
West Papua’s tensions (Petersson, 2013).

There has been an emergence of indigenous West Papuamiteiep@edia
organisations reporting on West Papuan matters (Davies, 2&xtaitBt & Robie;
2006). Davies (2012) focuses on West Papua Media (WPM) an atianis
established in 2007 by four former human rights workerspitmatides ground-
breaking news service exposing the abuse of human ngWest Papua, done in
response to the struggles mainstream media was confreittecegarding
verification of sources in their reports on West Papoaal journalists are trained
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in eye witnessing reporting for credible sources mainstmeadia to use,
following the model of citizen journalism that involvdsasing opinion,
investigative reporting, networked journalism as well as\we§ness reporting
which all contributes towards providing in-depth and compreikerreports
(Davies, 2012). Strict procedures are followed to ensursatety of local
journalists gathering the information from the militamyd police; at times it also
means disguising or not revealing the identity of the ssuaerotect both the
witness and the journalist (Davies, 2012). This resonatesBs&nnett et al (2010)
who along with other New Zealand journalists descrile# #fxperiences in
reporting in conflicts and the risks they encounter petisoaad in the area of
tension they report in, as well as the need for &fety of journalists to be taken
more seriously (Bennett et al, 2010).

New technologies as well as social media are se@f#forms for sharing and
spreading information about West Papua’s conflict (Davi@$2; Perrottet &
Robie, 2006). West Papua Media has its own website, furtiierasing Twitter
and Facebook to send out links to their content andaasy@f sharing their
matters with others (Davies, 2012). The use of technolegiésocial media has
played an important part in the rise of citizen jousralwhere citizens are active
participants in sharing and disseminating informationughomedia technologies,
where footage of brutal tyranny is shown and voices r@meght together through
social media to push issues forward that have been keptmgmetinstream
media (Davies, 2012). Though technologies have contribateartls making
issues known about West Papua, there is always the dangdrby people who
take footage of moments of tensions happening without doisgfsty,
endangering themselves and those with them from Indomesilitary and police
(Davies, 2012). New technology has also been used as afuwdynidation on
journalists and human rights workers by the militarpdseg SMS texts and
leaving threatening voicemail messages for journalists anghh rights workers
(Perrottet & Robie, 2011).
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West Papua suffers the worst case of media freedore iRdbific (Perrottet &
Robie, 2011). The intimidation and violent tactics againgtialists from the
Indonesian military and police has impacted on the@essand issues of West
Papua being reported in local and international medta, tiwe brutality against
journalists resulting in cases of assault, kidnappimgsdeaths which are not
investigated further to put the perpetrators to justice ¢Retr& Robie, 2013).
The close relationship between the Indonesian governmditgry and police in
enforcing restrictions on local and foreign media repgrbn West Papua as well
as restricting access into West Papua patrticularlfofeign journalists and
human rights workers had affected coverage over thdictonff West Papua
internationally (Leadbeater, 2008). The reliance joustehave on Indonesian
and foreign officials from elite countries to verifyelr news reports indicates the
power of elite countries and sources over what is ptedehrough local and
foreign media (Matbob & Papoutski, 2006). The excepitiotiis has been
journalists carrying out travel journalism on West Papuftirgg their focus on
their fascination of West Papuans, using certain framné&/est Papuans to
highlight aspects of what foreign media deem to beitineléss culture of West
Papuans while also promoting Indonesia as a politicalblestaation globally
(Petersson, 2013). The diplomatic association betwesnesia, Australia, New
Zealand and Papua New Guinea has played a major rdlesh Papua’s conflict
being ignored internationally (Davies, 2013; Matbob & Papouki6;
Leadbeater, 2008). Treaties that these countries hgivedswith Indonesia to not
interfere with their internal affairs and Austrafiaghvolvement with mining
companies located in Freeport of West Papua could alsdhéeretisons as to
why West Papua’s conflict has been obscured by interrstmedia (Davies,
2012; Matbob & Papoutski, 2006; Leadbeater, 2008). Though thensrdi
West Papua has not been covered adequately by local enthtidnal media, an
uprising of indigenous West Papuan independent media organsagas been
growing steadily using social media and technology toestieir news, with the
West Papua Media organisation being an example ((Davies, R0drdftet &
Robie; 2006). These organisations are cautious and afactdl with the threats
and violence from the Indonesian military and policevis, 2012).
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Chapter Four: Reflection and Conclusion

This chapter will be a personal reflection and analysig/hat | have learned from
Pacific Journalism Reviewarticles on Fiji and West Papua, what Pacific Studies
could gather from Media Studies analyses of Fiji and Wagua and what Media
Studies could learn from Pacific Studies sources. lalgth be comparing the
similarities and distinctions between findings from théiags on West Papua
and Fiji, exploring what Pacific Studies frame they weregum their articles
whether it was the pragmatic, laboratory or empowetmaionale.

Pacific Journalism Reviewarticles on West Papua and Fiji came from separate
sets of writers with only David Robie writing articles both Fiji and West
Papua. The authors, who were Media Studies academicsaljsts, editors and
students from journalism courses and philosophy, came kathdwn
perspectives and research to contribute to creating avearenmedia coverage
over political conflicts in West Papua and Fiji. Whabwrgeresting were that the
articles on West Papua came from the perspectivesafjf@rs with one writer
being the closest to West Papua of Papua New Guinea deatéats on Fiji's
coups were a mix of foreigners, Indo-Fijians and one foif@an editor Jale
Moala. It was noteworthy as there were not many persgsodif Indigenous
Fijians, West Papuans or even Indonesians from thaearti reviewed irPacific

Journalism Review.

The frames th@acific Journalism Revieauthors used conformed with Wesley-
Smith’s pragmatic, laboratory and empowerment ration&eeign writers,
particularly those writing on West Papua’s conflict disctie relationships
between Indonesia, Australia and New Zealand and Indésmigs@awving power in
signing treaties with Australia and New Zealand so theylen’t interfere in their

tensions with West Papua. Authors focusing on Fiji’s alitconflicts discuss
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the ignorance international journalists from Metrog@olicountries carried when
entering Fiji to report on Fiji's coup in 2000, which ledsensationalised reports
on the coup. The influence of the Australia and New Zekleas seen from
articles on West Papua and Fiji and Indonesia’s impatVest Papua was also
widely analysed in West Papua conflict articles. Thedatory rationale was
evident inPacific Journalism Reviewarticles where Fiji and West Papua’s
political conflicts were made examples of as the wovstcases of media
freedom, approaching it from the perspectives of Media StuBiglosophy and
Political Science in understanding the broader outlddkest Papua and Fiji's
political tensions. The empowerment rationale was atgrarent where a
paradigm shift away from Western journalistic models aews values was
explored in reporting on political conflict in the PacifSingh, 2013). West
Papuans who used technology and social media as a wiagseminating
information about their situation and the rise of indiges media organisations
also came under the empowerment rationale as a wAAestf Papuans combatting
Indonesia’s dominance through social media. Wesley-Ssriratific Studies
rationales provided a useful frame for understanding thetgdes.

The similarities that were found in tRacific Journalism Reviewarticles on West
Papua and Fiji included the impact the Indonesian governmdriigan interim
government had and still currently has upon their med&dfvm using their
militaries to ensure their strict legislations avédiwed. Censorship over what
could be reported and what was disallowed was followed gntgrnment
officials in Fiji and intelligence officers in Indonasthecking news reports before
publication. Media Studies academics also discussed diatiman tactics of the
military in West Papua and Fiji against journalists, eltéreats and cases of
harassment in West Papua and Fiji and even deaths inP&fega were used as a
way of instilling fear in journalists that would keep neeéteedom suppressed.
The articles irPacific Journalism Reviewalso discuss legislations made against
foreign journalists, local journalists and local newgamisations in West Papua
and Fiji. Comparative analyses, assessing local angjfoceverage over political
conflicts in West Papua and Fiji were examined, using lewzll, established
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publications to compare with foreign publications, lookimg the content as well
as the context of the reports over the politicasi@ms in Fiji and West Papua. The
resemblances in articles over West Papua and Fiji showe sf the common
features shared by both countries in their politicalggiles and the overwhelming
authority of the government and military over the medigiji and West Papua.

What made the political conflicts of Fiji and West Pagdissinctive were also
discovered through the Pacifiournalism Reviewriting. In both sets of
literature there were different factors that led tortrespective political conflicts.
West Papua’s struggle for independence from Indonesiah@asdin reason
behind their political conflict that was discussedPacific Journalism Review
whereas Fiji had multiple underlying reasons of Fijiaasitimg power in the
government and corruption that were placed behind the fadfadeial tensions
between Indigenous Fijians and Indo-Fijians as the easmedia saw the cause
of the Fiji's coup whereas the reason behind Bainimaisaowap was not
discussed in any of tHeacific Journalism Reviewarticles | reviewedPacific
Journalism Reviewaid attention through Davies’ article on the role@in
technologies in reporting around West Papua due to theeseestia restrictions
faced when reporting about West Papua’s political tensiathsmore West
Papuan indigenous media organisations being establishetiywast mot discussed
in articles about Fiji's coups. The reliance on eldarses (Indonesian, Australian
and Papua New Guinea officials) to make the news repafiable were
discussed in articles on West Papua in regards to theimeats having the
power to represent the news report in a particular faatheir own interests. The
different points fronPacific Journalism Reviewarticles on West Papua and Fiji
and the different perspectives on Fiji and West Papwailicts, though specific
all add pieces to the puzzles behind West Papua and Fig®tsn

The focus on Indonesia’s diplomatic relations with Aalgrwas seen iRacific
Journalism Reviewvritings on West Papua’s conflict as a possible factovVest
Papua not receiving international media coverage whé&igadiplomatic
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relationship with other countries such as Russia and Chiha&Bainimarama’s
current regime were of concern in restricting meddadom in Fiji even further.
Investigative journalism in Fiji was also exploredPacific Journalism Reviewm
exposing corruption and bribery among the Fijian governaeditcorporations
which was not discussed in articles on West Papua. Thes fan West Papua as a
timeless and unchanging in the media was explored wketted the way they
were represented in the media, framed in Eurocentiggodaes where they were
either portrayed as victims or as savages (Petersson, Z0aB)ings on Fijians
were not explicitly conferred to

As a Pacific Studies student, | found the Media Stualigsles to be useful and
enlightening although superficial at times as some arti@lelsa more narrow
focus on Media Studies alone. | found this especially Ré&bific Journalism
Reviewarticles regarding Fiji's coup in 2000, placing emphasi®ooal and
foreign media coverage over the event. Articlestemitabout West Papua’s
political conflicts were very informative and illumimag as they delved into West
Papua’s history of political tensions with Indonesia,rgguieaders a
comprehensive understanding of West Papua’s beginning of iitgtabilore
focusing on the media perspective. Although Media Studiesesron Fiji could
be shallow at times it would be beneficial in havitagific Journalism Review
articles read in Pacific Studies courses to encourage af awareness in media
representations of political conflict in Fiji and WesipRa. It would also be very
important in establishing the realization of how long WRegbua'’s conflict has
gone through the years in silence from mainstream naagdian analysing the
diplomatic relationships between Indonesia and Metitapocountries.

As a BA in Media Studies graduate, | also found the aeditd be informative and
valuable and | appreciated the perspectives of Media Stackekemics that
brought through issues of the media, from media reprasems of the political
conflict to Western journalistic models and news valussaiways being
appropriate in coverage of political conflicts in FijicaWest Papua. Media
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Studies should be assigning m&a&cific Journalism Reviewarticles to their
courses to create awareness on media representatipoktical conflicts in Fiji
and West Papua as well and to also see the worst daseslia freedom in the
Pacific and the effect that has on news coverageWest Papua and Fiji's
political tensions. It would furthermore show Media Staditudents alternative
approaches that would be more fitting in reporting ortipaliconflicts and other
issues in the Pacific, showing experiences of acadeanitgournalists reporting
on and in the Pacific as well as letting the studesftsat on their positions as
consumers of the news and what difference they coalcemeading th@acific

Journalism Reviewrticles.

This exercise has helped in comprehending the reasonBij&ygoups have
received more coverage in mainstream media than in Pg&gsia. Though both
countries face harsh restrictions in media freedors, Iltlonesian government,
military and police’s severity on consequences for olidwing media
restrictions has followed in assaults, kidnappings aathdeat the hands of
military and police who are able to cover their tradksr(ottet & Robie, 2013).
The close relationship between the present Indonesiargoent, military and
police show a united front over suppressing West Papua’s Eriagg
independence against Indonesia in mainstream media. Theemtant of their
authority in the newsrooms of Indonesian mainstreamartadough restrictions
and sending Indonesian intelligence officers into Indonesgavsrooms to
monitor their news (Perrottet & Robie, 2011), restrictiogess into West Papua
for journalists (tracking technology of mobile phonelbging to journalists in
West Papua (Davies, 2012) and enlisting the services ofmiditad police in
dealing with journalists who enter West Papua and Indamesi&s organisations
as ways of maintaining control over media’s silenc&\@st Papua. Although Fiji
has similar restrictions what makes the countriesndisare the diplomatic
treaties that Australia and New Zealand have signddinaonesia in not
interfering with Indonesia’s internal affairs (Matbob &g®utski, 2006;
Leadbeater, 2008). This is also another possible fattwhy West Papua
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continues to not be receiving as much international covérageAustralia and
New Zealand compared to Fiji's political coups.

This research has taken me on a journey to more questibes than answers
regarding media representations of political conflintgiest Papua and Fiji.
Pacific Journalism Reviewarticles gave a sense of urgency for readers to start
asking more questions to foreign governments and mediaisagians on their
roles, though they have the power in taking a stand stgamises of human rights
and media freedom in Fiji and West Papua, informing cisizempolitical

conflicts in West Papua and Fiji which has been seensaitktions against Fijian
military officers, there has still been no efforiviards bringing West Papua’s
conflict to the attention of the international commity as discussed iRacific
Journalism Reviewrticles. Questions raised such as how can we asmens
more responsible in our consumption of news? Why do&sstneam media still
rely on elite sources for verification in their neseports when they could be bias
in their comments? When will mainstream media tak®ee comprehensive
approach to political conflicts in Fiji and West Papuaeathan keeping their
coverage simple or silent and focusing on political ¢ctsflon the other side of
the world?

The need to make political struggles in the Pacific kn@nmperative especially
with the diasporic Pacific communities here in NevalZed. It will not be
considered significant though until mainstream mediasstagking changes to
some aspects of their Western journalism models andwefas citizens start
guestioning what and how media is representing issues ttabiensions in Fiji
and West Papua it will either remain as partial newgiage through Eurocentric
lenses or continue to be swept under the rug. This reseascilso spurred me
into becoming an advocate for media freedom in WapuR and Fiji; this is
remarkable since ‘media freedom’ is, a term | had nkgard of until undertaking
this project. | hope to raise more awareness on ikeges by sharing the
knowledge | have learnt through social media, persomahumication with
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others and hopefully in the future as a Pacific journalishy own articles. Being
a part of the paradigm shift in Western journalism meded news values is a
move | would like to contribute to in presenting these jgalitconflicts in
appropriate ways that does not focus on the problem éwdiation. It has been
long overdue for there to be changes but until more awssesenade, the
representations of these political conflicts will backtin certain ruts, either one
that is ignored as it deepens or as one that is sahgleovered up.

Acknowledgements

| would like to thank White Poppies for Peace for awardngga White Poppy
Peace Scholarship to write on the issue of politicaflmbs in the Pacific and the
need in raising awareness and looking at peaceful soluatimsr than focusing
on the problems and violence of these conflicts. | wolsld l&ke to thank my
supervisor Dr Teresia Teaiwa who has been an inspiratiotivator and a
university mother to me during my studies at Victoria Unikgrs

Page | 31
Lolohea Bulamaibau



Bibliography

Bennett, C., Clive, D., Clive, L., Edwards, B., Field, Robie, D., Stephenson, J
(2010). Journalists at Risk: News Media PerspectRasific Journalism Review
16(1):49-67. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=410559870317 E&res
LHSS>

Bohane, B (2001). Military exorcise ghodBacific Journalism Review (1): 69-

72. Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=699266387582740:kes=IE
HSS

Carter, C., & Weaver, K.C (2003) “Grim News: Sanitizing Wwén Violence and
the Media 23-28. Buckingham: Open University Press.

Davies, K (2012). “Safety vs credibility: West Papua Mexid the challenge of
protecting sources in dangerous placatific Journalism Revievil8(1): 69-82.
Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=37831345766024%&;res
LHSS>

Duncan, L (2002). “Coup Editorial Content: Analysis of tyeZ000 Political
Crisis.” Pacific Journalism RevievB(1): 10-29. Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=152957468271729 kes=IE
HSS

Durutalo, A. L (2007). “Fiji.”The Contemporary Pacifid9(2): 578-582.

http://muse.jhu.edu.helicon.vuw.ac.nz/journals/contempopasific/v019/19.2du

rutalo.pdf

Encyclopaedia Britannica. (2013)lelanesian CultureRetrieved from

http://www.britannica.com/

Field, M (2001) “The Bure NewsroomPacific Journalism Review (1), 20-28.
Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=699117323812631&res

LHSS> ISSN: 1023-9499.
Page | 32
Lolohea Bulamaibau



Gounder, C (2007). “Fiji 2000: Journalists and the George Sp&min.” Pacific
Journalism Reviewl3(1): 125-141. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=6466939406715d& res
LHSS>

Hanusch, F (2003). “Coverage of International and Pad#éws in the Fiji Times
and the Australian.Pacific Journalism Reviev@(1): 59-78. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=150218421496 A&res
LHSS>

Harrison, J (2006News Oxon: Routledge.

Hirst, M., Phelan, S., Rupar, V (2013cooped: The Politics and Power of
Journalism in Aotearoa New Zealantluckland: AUT Media.

Howe, K.R (1977). “The Fate of the ‘Savage’ in Pacifistdiiography.”The New
Zealand Journal of Historyl1(2): 137-154.

Hooper, R.A (2013). “When the barking stopped: Censorshipgcsafership and
spin in Fiji” Pacific Journalism Reviewl9(1): 41-57. Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=336774878535583 kes=IE
HSS

International Federation of Journalists (199ess Under Pressure: Fiji 1987-
199Q Brussels, Belgium: International Federation of Jolistsa

Kiste, R.C (1994). “Pre-Colonial Times” in Howe, K.Kiste, R.C., Lal, B.V
(Eds.), The Pacific Islands in the Twentieth Cent(pop. 3-28). NSW: Allen &

Unwin.

Knight, A (2005). “The Political Gorilla and the Paciforum: Getting it Right?”
Pacific Journalism Review, 11(2): 170-190. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=123368309913 A lEres
LHSS>

Lal, B. V (1992).Pacific Islands Monograph Series No.11: Broken Waves. A
History of the Fiji Islands in the Twentieth CentuHonolulu: University of
Hawaii Press.

Page | 33
Lolohea Bulamaibau



Laumaea, S (2010). “PNG: Threats to Media Freedom and Patific

Journalism Revieywl6(2): 30-36. Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=478123024099432 kes=IE
HSS

Leadbeater, M (2008) “Media Blind Spot over West PapRacific Journalism
Review 14(1), 168-175. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=171547487397231&res
LHSS>

Louw, E (2001)The Media and Cultural Productiohondon: SAGE
Publications.

Mason, A (2007). “Elite Sources, Journalistic Practind the Status Quo.”
Pacific Journalism Reviewl3(1): 107-123. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=64665667472839&res
LHSS>

Matbob, P., Papoutsaki, E (2006). “West Papuan 'Independantéhe Papua

New Guinea PressPacific Journalism ReviewviL2(2): 87-105. Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=265388816843708 kes=IE
HSS

Moala, J (2001). “Copy versus custorR4cific Journalism Review: 29-34.
Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=699135956783932:kes=IE
HSS

O'Callaghan, M (2001). “Paradise exposed: Is the regianigh-Estate up to it?”
Pacific Journalism Review (1): 10-14, 17, 19. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=69881919627254&;res
LHSS>

Ofotalau, A (2001). “Controversial Close-UgRéacific Journalism Revigw (1):
39-45,
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=699191855697707:kes=IE
HSS

Page | 34
Lolohea Bulamaibau



Pamatatau, R (2012). “From festivals to famine-and thecglén between: A
reflection on Pacific Islanders, presentations angresentation in media” in
Hirst, M., Phelan, S., Rupar, V (EdsSgooped: The Politics and Power of

Journalism in Aotearoa New Zealaf@p. 183-200). Auckland: AUT Media.

Perrottet, A., Robie, D (2011). “Pacific media freedom 201&takus report

Pacific Journalism Reviewl7(2): 148-186. Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=485458728585029 kes=IE
HSS

Petersson, Thomas (2013). “Foreign and travel journaisM/est Papua: The
case of the Swedish presBacific Journalism Reviewl9(1): 185-202. Retrieved
from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=336923942305648:kes=IE
HSS

Robie, D (2013) “Four Worlds’ news values revisited: A daldtize journalism
paradigm for Pacific mediaPacific Journalism Reviewl9(1), 84-110. Retrieved
from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=33683077744938Eres
LHSS> ISSN: 1023-9499.

Singh, R.T (2012). “Fiji's coup culture 1987-2006: A media perspettiaxific
Journalism Revieyw18(2):167-181. Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=8534355913074a&;res
LHSS>

Singh, S (2012). “Investigative journalism: Challenges |gpaewards in seven
Pacific Island countries Pacific Journalism Revievil8(1): 83-104. Retrieved

from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=378369356574019:kes=IE
HSS

Singh, S (2013) “Responsible conflict reporting: Rethinkirgyrtile of journalism
in Fiji and other troubled Pacific societie®acific Journalism Revievil9(1),
111-131. Retrieved from

Page | 35
Lolohea Bulamaibau



<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=3368494104206d&;res
LHSS> ISSN: 1023-9499.

Tupuelueu, A (2001). “Reporters and the police - too cloBa@ific Journalism
Review 7: 159-163. Retrieved from
http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=699508616209096:kes=IE
HSS

Weir, C (2000). “The Gospel came...fighting is ceasing amorfigMethodist
representations of violence in Fiji and New Britain, 1830-198@innen, L &
Ley, A (Eds.)Reflections on Violence in Melanegmp. 35-52). NSW &
Canberra: Hawkins Press & Asia Pacific Press.

Wesley-Smith, T (1995). “Rethinking Pacific StudieBdcific Studies18(2):
115-137.

Zweifel, W (2010) “Reporting War: Covering the Pacificad® NZ International
and West Papua as a Case StuBmctific Journalism Reviewl6(1): 68-71.
Retrieved from
<http://search.informit.com.au/documentSummary;dn=410597136259 A& res
LHSS>

Page | 36
Lolohea Bulamaibau



