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The Emergence of the Anti-Bases Campaign 

 

As part of a mass movement in New Zealand against the Vietnam War, there were large and 
militant protests against the various specialist US military installations already in New 
Zealand, or proposed to be set up here, from the late 1960s onwards.  

These included the proposed Omega [navigation] station, which was stopped by NZ protests, 
and relocated to Australia; the US Air Force's top secret Project Longbank at RNZAF Base 
Woodbourne, which closed in the early 1970s; and the USAF's Mt John observatory, which 
was civilianised in the 1970s and relocated to Hawaii in the 1980s.  

Protests against the US Navy and Air Force base at Christchurch [Harewood] Airport and its 
communications facility at RNZAF Weedons were a central part of early actions against 
American operations in Aoteroa/NZ. Anti-Bases concerns and actions also included 
protesting the Black Birch Observatory built in 1984-85 for the US Navy near Blenheim. It was 
closed in the 1990s. 

 

 

 

Citizens for the Demilitarisation of Harewood (CDH) was formed in 1982 to research, educate 
and protest about American military operations at Christchurch International Airport 
(Harewood). The local group evolved and expanded into a national Anti-Bases Campaign 
(ABC) in 1987. Major public protest at Harewood took place in the early 1970s but waned for 
several years until concern was revived about possible nuclear weapons on US military 
aircraft. US Air Force Starlifters and Galaxys serving military/intelligence bases in Australia 
were capable of carrying nuclear weapons through Christchurch on any of their regular 
weekly flights.  



 

The Spies Picnic: A demo against the Pine Gap flights through Harewood, October, 1986 

 

Some U.S. military flights through Harewood continue to this day and are covered by the 
infamous “neither confirm nor deny” nuclear weapons policy. American military hardware 
[and data] now probably passes much more directly from the U.S. to its major bases in 
Australia. However, non-Antarctic related flights with undisclosed cargoes do violate the 
spirit, if not the letter, of New Zealand’s Nuclear-Free Law, passed in 1987.     

In the 1980s, ABC attention focused on communications interception stations; spy operations 
at a GCSB base in the Manawatu, Tangimoana, [outed by the work of ABC co-founder Owen 
Wilkes] and one near Blenheim, Waihopai. The bases were considered to be foreign 
controlled bases on NZ territory with direct or indirect involvement of British and American 
military and/or intelligence agencies and likely involved in location/targeting as well as data 
collection. 

The satellite spy base at Waihopai, near Blenheim, became the main focus of ABC attention 
in the late 80s with active groups in Wellington and Christchurch.  Opposition in NZ/Aotearoa 
was due in large part to the groundbreaking research of ABC member Nicky Hager who 
revealed the GCSB operations in his book “Secret Power” in 1996. In the book Prime Minister 
David Lange admitted that he had no idea what the base did when it was set up during his 
administration.   

Waihopai is part of the international Five Eyes spy network [formerly UKUSA] that sparked 
outrage in 2013 when Edward Snowden revealed the incredible extent of the global spy 
operations of the U.S. U.K. /Canada/Australia/NZ group.  

 



Numerous non-violent direct actions have taken place at Waihopai over the years in an 
attempt to educate the public and our legislators about this highly secretive, foreign-
controlled spy facility. Snowden’s revelations confirmed that ABC’s condemnation of the 
base was completely justified. The base is run by the Government Communications Security 
Bureau [GCSB] and is an integral part of Five Eyes surveillance operations. ABC protests, 
aimed at exposing these operations, met with some success, both nationally and 
internationally, in publicizing the existence and activities at the site. 

 

 

Activists ‘uncover the base’. Nude protest, January 1994 

In 2024 it was revealed that for many years the base hosted targeting operations by an 
overseas agency that the Minister responsible was not informed about.  

According to RNZ News, “The operation—that the Government Communications Security 
Bureau (GCSB) did not tell government ministers about—ran from 2013-20, but was only 
exposed by an official watchdog last month [March 2024]. Intelligence documents strongly 
suggest the bureau hosted—but exercised virtually no oversight over—a system run by the 
U.S. National Security Agency [NSA] to help acquire targets classified as terrorists for killer 
drones, bombs and raids using GCSB data.” 

 

Since 2021 ABC has focused on the operations of Rocket Lab. This Aotearoa/NZ startup 
became a fully-fledged American rocket launching company which sends 
military/intelligence satellites into orbit from Mahia near Gisborne. The Pentagon’s efforts 
to dominate space surveillance mean Rocket Lab embeds this country in frontline U.S. 
military operations. These parallel Waihopai’s location, tracking and targeting activities for 
Five Eyes. 

https://www.rnz.co.nz/news/political/515190/gcsb-refuses-to-release-details-of-spy-deal-to-protect-interests


 

ABC protests and events, 1982 – 1999 

 

1982:  Antecedent group ‘Citizens for the Demilitarisation of Harewood’ (CDH) formed to 

research, educate and protest about the American military occupation of Christchurch 

International Airport (at Harewood). 

Oct 1984:   Weekend protest encampment at Harewood Airport. Demonstrations against 

American use of Harewood as a transit for military/intelligence operations. 

Feb 1986:  CAFCINZ [Campaign Against Foreign Control in New Zealand] protests at Black 

Birch Ridge. Some of the group were ABC founders in 1987. “Peace activists tramped for 

three hours 1500 metres up Black Birch Ridge in Marlborough on Saturday to protest 

against the United States Naval Observatory there. Members of the CAFCINZ group 

attached two banners to the building which said: ‘Star gazing yes, Star Wars no’. Accurate 

star maps could be used from the station to help guide nuclear missiles spokesperson 

Murray Horton said” [Chch Press, 17 Feb, 1986]. 

 

 

Pam Hughes at BBR 

 



 

May 1986:  Wellington women set up banners, some with anti-bases messages, 

as a peace action at NZ Defence Headquarters. 

 

 

 

 

1987:  ABC [Anti-Bases Campaign] is 

founded with active groups in 

Christchurch and Wellington 

 

  



20 February 1988:  First Waihopai protest.  Demo with speeches in a large painted CND sign 

on the GCSB land. 150+ protestors.   

 

 

First Waihopai camp 1988. Photo Budyong Hill 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Women’s peace group Limit placed 366 model houses on the site, representing 

the number of homes that could be built for the cost of the base. Pre-

construction survey pegs removed.  



2 May 1988:  Early morning protest occupation of earthworks on the 

construction site. Richard Frizzell, Iain McDougall, Ron Smith, Kevin Hackwell 

and Bruce Craigie chain themselves to equipment, then a culvert, and are 

arrested for trespass, convicted and fined $200 each. A later successful appeal 

meant there were no convictions. 

 

“We got to the site at about 6.30am and set up a couple of tents at the side of 

the partly formed road, next to the large digger which was on the base side of 

the culvert excavations. Ron Smith, Richard Frizzell, Ian McDougall, and I 

chained ourselves (separately) to the tracks of the digger, while Bruce Craigie 

and Will Foote went over to a grader, which was further up the paddock, closer 

to the base.  Bruce chained himself to the grader, and because of his age Will 

sat on it without chains. There were several other people with us, one of these 

had volunteered to be the liaison with the police. 

 

At about 7.30 a truck arrived and the driver asked that we unlock ourselves 

from the digger, because they wanted to take it away to another job. We 

allowed them to do this, and the four of us chained ourselves together and 

moved to the culvert construction where we chained ourselves to one of the 

profile lines. The two workmen radioed their office to get them to call the police 

to get us removed. 

 

At about 10.00 the police arrived and after about half an hour the five of us who 

were chained to the construction and the digger were arrested. We were 

convicted in the District Court on 1 July of trespassing and then won the appeal 

in the Blenheim High Court later. While we made arguments about why the 

original arrests were wrong,  the appeal was won on the technicality that the 

police had failed to complete the chain of authority from the Ministry of 

Defence to the arresting officers who carried out the arrests” [Kevin Hackwell]. 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harewood, [Christchurch Airport] 1988 

11 May 1988:  Harewood.  “Two people slipped through security at Chch airport 

and wandered around a US Starlifter aircraft unnoticed …”  [Star. 11 May 1988]. 

This may have been a ‘spy’ activity by persons unknown. Owen Wilkes and other 

ABC activists often crept into the U.S. Base looking for information about what 

the Americans were doing at this time. 

  

  

Group meeting at one of the early  Wairau     riverside camps   



 

 

 

The [Chch] Star,17 Feb, 1988 Murray Horton, secretary/organiser for ABC, explains the U.S. 

Harewood operations. [The photo used by the media was ten years old!] 

  



 

 

March 1988: Waihopai Tender. LIMIT with the giant envelope tendering an alternative use 
of the money spent on Waihopai. On the 12th floor of the Defence Building in Wellington 
[the Freyberg,  or ‘Spyberg’, building] 17 March, 1988. Top photo: June Gregg, Jean 
Robertson, Julie Crossland, Robyn Dann, Lisa Thompson. Bottom photo: The spokesperson 
for the GCSB is taking the envelope from the group which includes Jenny Easton. 

  



 

  



 

Australian activist Ken Mansell speaks at one of the first protest camp meetings 

 

 

 

Nicky Hager addresses the protestors at the base. 

  



 

 

Owen Wilkes, an ABC founder speaks to the group 

 

7 May 1988: First women’s camp established for one week on farmland 

opposite the base. About twenty women camping in winter conditions. 

 

Womens’ Camp, Waihopai Valley:  The women’s camp was a 

major organisation/event in Waihopai protest history, operating 

separately from ABC but cooperating on some actions. Many 

times the women carried out actions at the base and were 

removed by the police and/or arrested. 

 

[See Video:  20 Nov 2021, Newshub Nation:  

The Waihopai spy base through the decades] 

  



 

.  

Christchurch Press, 12 August 1988 

  



 

 

 

 

12 May 1988: Around forty women associated with the women’s camp occupied 
earthmoving equipment at 7.30 in the morning. The workers’ reaction was 
hostile. Some women were roughly dragged way. Even worse, some machines 
were driven off with women still on them. May Bass’s life was threatened as a 
manic driver took off at speed across the bumpy paddock with her hanging on to 
the top of the cab. Amazingly no-one was injured. [Some video available]. Local 
construction boss said he had had several calls threatening to interfere with 
trucks and equipment. Along with June Gregg and Jacki Byrd, May was arrested 
for trespass. The charges were later dismissed in court.  

  



 

14 May, 1988: Almost 200 people came to protest, many camping ….where? A large CND 

sign was constructed from rocks. Fence posts erected for the new compound were 

loosened. 

29 May 1988: A farm fence erected around the site was cut in many places, said by the 

contractors to have caused $1000 worth of damage. 

23-30 June, 1988: Power cables laid in a 4 foot deep trench were severed. 

6 July, 1988: Protestors at the women’s camp were staging many demos in Blenheim and at 

the base. Women’s camp visited by 4 hostile men in a pick-up truck. Stones were thrown. 

12 July, 1988: Sixteen women and children held a protest vigil outside Parliament. Five 

women stood in the Gallery with N-O  S-P-Y on shirts before being evicted. 

 

 

SECRET BASE HIT 
[Chch Press 28 August 1988] 

 
 



 

 

 

Photo:  Budyong Hill, Riverside Community 

 

26-27 August 1988: A large number of people camped across the road from the base. “About 

100 protestors at Waihopai Valley yesterday lifted the large gate at the satellite base 

entrance off its hinges and continued their rally inside the fenced compound”  [Chch Press, 

27 August 1988]. Speeches were made on the slab of the operations building under 

construction.  

Two protestors were able to climb onto the roof of the main building via a ladder left by 

builders. They agreed to come down when the police said they would not be arrested. People 

walked around the perimeter fence in the night, throwing stones and making minor fence 

cuts, but not entering the base. In the early hours of the 29th, protestors blocked the road 

entrance, but the shift workers entered the base via a neighbouring farm. 

  



October 1988: Harewood Action:  

 

Harewood protestors sit in the sun before the action. Second from left,  May Bass, a co-

founder of the Waihopai women’s camp, Centre, Jacqui Barrington, Greenpeace,  and second 

right Tim Jones, non-violent action proponent and Peace Movement Aotearoa  activist. 

 

            

Left: June Gregg, co-founder of the Women’s camp and long-term peace activist, with right, 

Elsie Locke, writer and lifelong anti-war campaigner.  Photos: Steve Smith 

  



ABC action against U.S. military operations at Harewood airport. Murray Horton, Warren 

Thomson, Neil Mouat  and Owen Wilkes were arrested for going through a hole cut in the 

fence. All were convicted of trespass and fined $100.  Below: Murray and Warren arrested. 

             

Photo: Steve Smith 

 

  



 

 

 

NSA pallets, labelled ‘Fort George C Meade’ [NSA HQ] at Christchurch airport 



 

While NZ governments denied the UKUSA [now Five Eyes] spy connections, 

pallets photographed at Harewood were marked ‘Ft George C. Meade’ [home of 

the National Security Agency, NSA]. A pallet label – ‘CREDIBLE DOVE’ which was 

pinched off a pallet inside the US Base hanger, similarly connected the cargoes 

with UKUSA activities. Some pallets carried the huge computer tapes then used 

by the spies to store data. 

 

 

8 November: Launch on Parliament steps of Jim Chapple’s Waihopai van tour. Jim held 

meetings and talked to local media about Waihopai in dozens of North Island towns over 

the next few months. 

 

 

26-27 November 1988:  Waihopai. Began with protestors and local families erecting 

Australian and U.S. flags at the base gate. Picnic atmosphere but large police presence. [See 

Weekend Star pictures below.] 

 

 

 

Photos from The Weekend Star. 

  



 

 

[Weekend Star] 

 

 

 

 

 

During a dawn raid the following morning, six protestors were arrested after 

climbing over the gate or going through a hole cut in the security fence. One 

activist needed 5 stitches in a finger after police pulled him off the fence. Charges 

of being unlawfully in an enclosed yard for Jack Ecroyd, Doug Craig, Daryll Reid, 

Kevin Makin, Warren Thomson, and June Gregg, were later dropped when police 

offered no evidence. 

  



 

 

 

6 December 1988: A group from the women’s camp entered the base compound through 

an open gate and barricaded themselves inside the guard’s hut. They rang politician’s 

numbers – including David Lange – to try and talk about Waihopai. Jacki Byrd, Joanne 

McLean Liz Franklin, Ann O’Brien, Kathleen Rimmer, Kim Wright and Alex McMillan were 

charged with intentional damage and being illegally in a building. They were convicted but 

only ordered to each pay $20 costs and discharged. Police began an appeal against this 

result, but then dropped it. 

 

5 January 1989: Katie Dewes hosted Australian Senator Jo Vallentine on a trip to the base. 

 

10 March 1989: Owen Wilkes and another Wellington peace activist visited the base and 

drove in through open gates, waving to the guards.  They observed progress in the admin 

complex then departed. On the 9th Owen and Mark Roach confronted Dr Hughes, the 

academic promoting the project, at a scientific conference and later in the month Fergus 

Wheeler and Becky Bates were warned for trespass at the base. 

 

6 May 1989:  Waihopai. Nine people arrested after 100 people overran the base at 2.30 am 

and went through 9 large holes cut in the security fences to invade the base. Lots of 

protestors then wandered around the buildings and construction containers holding 

antennae parts. The nine went through a thick window which had been broken and refused 

to leave the main base building – which was almost completed.   

  



 

They were charged with being on enclosed premises without reasonable excuse. Amanda 

Kerr, Sheila Cameron, Terri Dane, Warren Thomson, Marcus Collinge, Sam Bosshard, David 

Grieve, Neil Mouat and Mark Roach were convicted in the Blenheim Court and fined $300 

or ordered to do 30 hours community work. One also had to pay for wilful damage. 

 

“About 2.30 a.m. about 20 vehicles carrying an estimated 100 peace activists arrived 

at the main gates of the base. Sgt Russell North of Blenheim said protestors spread 

around the perimeter security fence and cut nine large holes to get inside. He said 

graffiti was spray painted on the main building and on nearby containers which held 

the satellite dish due to be installed next week” [Nelson Mail, 6 May, 1989]. 

 

ABC spokesperson Fergus Wheeler commented: “… marine flares were used to light up the 

area during the assault and the handful of police and security guards on duty could do 

nothing but watch as more than 100 demonstrators overran the base” [Nelson Mail]. Mr 

Wheeler also said: “… inside the main building … it was discovered that British and 

American equipment was installed which confirmed the overseas input into the satellite 

station.” 

 

 

  



 



 

Above. Statement to court by police officer 

3-6 June 1989: Nails driven in to Telecom cables and wires cut inside cable box 

at Waihopai Valley turnoff. 

2 July, 1989: Amanda Kerr arrested for spray-painting Blenheim and Grove Rd 

bridges.  

 3 July 1989: Amanda Kerr, Sam Bosshard and Richard Frizzell caught posting 

anti-Waihopai material. No arrests.  

4 July 1989:  Demos in Blenheim and at the base. 

  



4 July 1989:  In Christchurch, ABC protest against the presence of the propagandist U.S. 

Information Service centre in Christchurch. 

A bucket of brains was purchased [for ‘brainwashing’] and deposited at the office door 

[with the assistance of the local constabulary who accompanied us to the door while we 

put the bucket in place. They thought it was quite amusing!] 

 

 

Warren Thomson brought the bucket of brains from a local butcher.  Murray Horton 

stands behind the washing machine.  Don Murray supplied the washing machine;  Brian 

Patchett with backpack left of the flag. A young Graham Leonard, son of ABC co-founder 

Bob Leonard, is behind the machine . [ See Peacelink, August 1989] 

 

August 18-20  1989:  30 people visit the Waihopai base at midnight and throw stuff at the 

dish. Next day, Saturday, Protestors “flung dung on the dome which now covers the 

satellite dish” [Press, 21 Aug 1989] then lit a bonfire outside the perimeter gate and sat to 

3.30am. The electric fence was cut.  

 

23 August, 1989: During the evening three underground Telecom cables were located and 

cut, which effectively cut the base link. It took 10 hours for workers to locate and repair. 



  

 Chch Press 21 August 1989 

 

8 September 1989: The Waihopai spybase is officially opened by Geoffrey 

Palmer during a secret visit 

10-11 November 1989:  Protestors crept onto the base fields at 11.00 pm and fired off sky 

rockets from all corners. Finished off with smoke bombs and a couple of marine flares. 70 

people at the protest.  After this GCSB announced extra guards being employed [Press, 17 

Nov, 1989] 

21 April 1990: Someone crashed a Holden Station Wagon into the main gates of the base. 

No-one apprehended. 

May 11-13 1990: During the weekend 53 protestors blockaded the gates to prevent a shift 

change. One of the vans carrying base workers ran into the protestors. [No injuries 

reported.] A small amount of paint was spattered on the dome. On the Saturday night, 

some tents were moved onto the base land. When protestors refused to move, police 

literally carried them away one by one [except for a couple of large individuals who agreed 

to walk]. “A weekend protest at the Waihopai satellite base resulted in the police forcibly 

removing 38 protestors from the site, however, none was arrested.” [Chch Press, 14 May 

1990]. [Time of actions in dispute.] 

  



 

 

Efforts to question GCSQ officials in court were largely ruled out by judges! 

  



 

Tangimoana 1990 

In the early 1980s peace researcher Owen Wilkes and Christine Dann uncovered a secret 

GCSB base at Tangimoana, near Palmerston North. The enormous antennae at the base 

were used to track radio signals, and used primarily to listen to signals emanating from 

Russian [or Russian associated] vessels across the Pacific.  ABC was part of a widescale 

campaign to expose the base and its relationship with Pentagon war strategies. 

19 August 1990: Protest weekend at Tangimoana [GCSB spy base in the Manawatu]. 

Wellington and Christchurch activists organised a surprise raid on the base. It was 

completely unexpected and about 30 protestors were able to cut the padlock on the 

‘security’ gate, enter the compound and roam freely about the grounds. Protest messages 

were spraypainted on the buildings. Some documents were found in a signals processing 

building, including a GCSB manual which clearly showed that the GCSB base was an 

integrated element of UKUSA [now Five Eyes]. No arrests. 

 

 

Tangimoana main building after the protestors invaded the base 

  



 

  



 
 

While the GCSB claimed “papers taken were of little importance” this was not 

true. Researcher Nicky Hager confirmed the ‘acquired’ base documents clearly 

demonstrated how Waihopai was totally integrated into the UKUSA [Five 

Eyes] operations. 

 

Waihopai: 

 

For 2 or 3 demos one of the local cops turned up on his horse and chased 

protestors about the base fields. However, it quickly became apparent that 

although he could easily catch up with offenders there was nothing else he 

could do while he remained on his horse! Photo: Budyong Hill 

  



20 November 1990: International activists from Fiji, the Philippines and Australia visit 

Waihopai on an anti-bases ANZ tour organised by ABC. They also visited Black Birch Ridge 

and the American Base at Harewood Airport. In the picture below. some of the visitors have 

concealed their faces from their homeland authorities. 

 

  



TOUCHING THE BASES TOUR 

November 1990: 

At the end of 1990 ABC organised a tour of military/intelligence related sites across 

Aotearoa/NZ.  Funding assisted the participation of several activists from various Pacific 

locations, including  the Philippines, Fiji, Bougainville, and Australia. Very cold weather was a 

challenge for Pacific visitors, including a retreat down Black Birch Ridge with snow in the 

offing. [We should note the assistance of some concerned constabulary.] 

On the previous page is an excerpt from ‘Peacelink’, the national peace movement magazine 

that was published in the 1980s and 1990s. The extract indicates the occasionally fraught 

relationship between the ‘Bearded Patriarchs’ of ABC and some of the women from the 

Waihopai women’s camp.  

 

 

  



19-20 January 1991: Protest focused on Gulf War intelligence ties with the Pentagon got 

good support in Blenheim. In a night raid on the base 25 people threw paint bombs at the 

domes and blockaded a van of workers. Isabelle Teresa and Fergus Wheeler were arrested 

for breach of the peace then later released with banning orders.  

On Sunday morning after the protest 2 people from the Canterbury University Peace Group 

crossed the [GCSB] field to get some photos of the paint on the dome.  One was thrown to 

the ground by an aggressive policeman who came out of the inner area. When the activist 

took the police officer’s photo he was assaulted, and both students were threatened with 

arrest. The students stood firm. The situation was resolved when cooler heads – on both 

sides – arrived.  

 

6-7 June 1992: ABC organise a Radical Activist meeting Governor’s Bay, 
Christchurch.  

The weekend activist meeting brought together a number of activists from 
groups across the country, including environmental reps, members of 
unemployed workers organisations and others. Names and photographs 
omitted here as some might prefer to remain anonymous. 

 

13-15 November, 1992: 30 people, including a large contingent from the Canterbury 

University Peace Group, camped at a new site 10 km past the base. Protestors walked around 

the base, noting more cameras installed – some with little screen washers on them! [In 

previous demos cameras had been disabled by throwing cow shit on them.] Fired off a few 

sky rockets late Sat night in the rain and superglued all the accessible locks, painted some 

signs. 

28-30 Jan 1994: Eighty people camp at Wairau River site. Visited the base on Friday night. 

Major action when 9 were arrested for breaking into the base on the Saturday night. Warren 

Thomson and Matthew Kidson charged with intentional damage. People demonstrated their 

opposition to the base by deliberately diving through a hole cut in both the security and 

electric fences and straight into the arms of the constabulary. On the Sunday morning people 

walked onto the land to plant a garden, then 19 women and men stood naked in front of the 

security gate with U-N-C-O-V-E-R  T-H-E  B-A-S-E painted on their bodies. [See photo at the 

introduction to this booklet.]  

 Matt and Warren were charged with wilful damage and the police boss wanted them kept 

in the cells. “We were given the choice of sharing a cell, and together we settled down with 

plenty of blankets [wearing light clothes]. We were given coffee; no food available because 

of the hour. Rather surprisingly officers came late at night and processed us, probably 

because of the intervention of the liaison officer” [Warren]. The other seven who went 

through the fences were later discharged without conviction.  

  



 

 

The nine sitting were those arrested, January 1994. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

26-27 Jan 1994:  Another  weekend Radical Activist meeting held in 
Picton 

 

 

Christchurch Airport: Warren Thomson, Moana Cole, Melanie Thomson, Ciaron O’Reilly.  

Protest at Harewood open day, 1994, against links to Pine Gap spy base. 

  



 

 

 

The Press, 7 August 1994 

  



 

 

 

 

Mark Roach and Wellington activists used enormous signs in their anti-bases 

activities in the 1990s 

  



 

Jan 1995: Four arrested – including 3 people acting as police liaison – after a sit-in in front 

of the inner gates with protestors padlocking the gates. Warren Thomson bolted through 

the security gate when it was opened by the base personnel and was quickly tackled by the 

police. Although the protestors had decided this would not be an arrestable action they 

supported the arrestee, but police also arrested people designated as police liaison who 

tried to discuss the episode with officers. Alan Cumming took a stand against this breach of 

well-established protocol and insisted on being permitted to walk to the main gate and 

present a letter of complaint to a senior GCSB official. 

 

 

  



 

 

Above: Wellington ABC supporters action at the airport 

27-28 Jan 1996: 6 people arrested on charges of trespass at Waihopai after deliberately 

walking up base road towards the inner fence. At June trial, 3 convicted, one got diversion 

and two cases were dismissed because warning or ID was not clear.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Two arrestees chained to the fence while the police round up the others 

  



 

 

Below:  One defendant’s explanation to the defence lawyer: 

 

  



 

Saturday, 27 Jan, 1996. Warren, Bob, Katherine and Amy in the van. Successful negotiations 

have just taken place to remove Katherine’s steel handcuffs. [Note slogan on the van: ‘Safer 

Communities together’! 

 

Jan 17-19 1997:   Waihopai annual protest. MPs Rod Donald and Marion Hobbs attended 

[their requests to visit the base had been turned down]. 20 protestors - 10 men and 10 

women - arrested for trespass. The atmosphere at the Blenheim Police Station was very 

relaxed as the ‘prisoners’ mingled and patiently lined up to get their details and fingerprints 

recorded.  Defence later by Auckland QC Peter Williams unsuccessful.  

 

 

  



 

 

Above:  Steve Dixon, Mark Roach, Kathy Cave, Warren Thomson, inside the police van, 

January 18, 1997. Kathy’s sister Julie and William Nash part view. 

 

Below: Protestors in the women’s cell 

 

  



 

 

 

The trial defence by one of Aoteroa/NZ’s leading lawyers attracted a lot of publicity but 

there were some differences of opinion between Peter Williams who aimed to get the 

defendants off and some defendants who wanted to argue the criminality of the base. In the 

end the judge shut down any ‘political’ submissions. 

 

 

Dec-Jan 1997-98:  ABC organised a NZ tour by Duncan Campbell, a leading rights 
campaigner in U.K and a well-known critic of the spy system. 

  



 

Another dramatic protest by Wellington activists: 

 

28 January 1997;  Wellington action.  [NZ Herald]  



 

In the late 1990s, a large professionally made tri-panel display board was made and 

couriered around the country by Mark Roach to explain what Waihopai does. It received 

mixed reactions! 

  



 

PAST TO FUTURE 

 

In the 1960s there was an international outbreak of youth rebellion against the politics and 
warmongering of the day. In Aotearoa/NZ, protest against the Vietnam War and the 
imminent dangers of nuclear war fueled a national tide of activism that linked past radical 
movements with renewed demands to make this country, and the world, a better place. [For 
an excellent description of the times and events, see Maire Leadbeater’s book ‘Peace, Power 
& Politics.] 

Radical protests frequently erupted in the seventies, eighties and nineties, some resulting in 
notable successes; for example, in nuclear free legislation, the breaking of South African 
apartheid, significant advances in the place of women and Maori.  

This collection of articles, media excerpts, photos and comment, aims at preserving the 
history of one stream of radical of protest action. It has been motivated by two things: one 
is the regrets of the compiler that he never fully appreciated the human stories of this 
country’s pre-WWII activists,  and the other is the hope that the commitments of a dying 
generation of activists are not lost to a new generation facing some of the biggest challenges 
in human history. 

This booklet is part one of two;  another collection covering the years 2000 onwards is being 
compiled in 2026.  For both editions, the story is not considered completed. If anyone has 
comments, stories, photos or media material they think important, please forward these to 
ABC. Significant contributions, comment, corrections etc  could be appended in part two. 

A big thank you to all who contributed to the Scrapbook. And an even bigger thank you to 
those who put themselves on the line in the causes that ABC believes in. 

Warren Thomson, for ABC. 

 

 

CONTACT ABC:      

 Email:  abc@chch.planet.org.nz 

Website:  www.converge.org.nz/abc 
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