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Date:        21st of June 2004

To:           The Select Committee hearing Submissions on the Foreshore and Seabed Bill

From:       Mary Foley

 
    Kaitaia

                 Registered (Clinical) Psychologist

                 MA(hons.);PGDipClinPsych; MNZPsS; MBritPsS; MNZRS. 

I object to the above bill and urge you to reject it in it’s entirety for the following reasons. 

The Bill constitutes a breach of the Treaty of Waitangi:

Any vesting in the Crown the ownership of foreshore and seabed is a clear breach of Article II of the Treaty of Waitangi.  That article ensures Iwi and Hapu Tino Rangatiratanga over their lands, and everything they hold precious.  There can be no doubt to anyone who knows how Maori lived and live, that the foreshore and seabed is held precious to them. 

I consider myself a Pakeha New Zealander.  I also consider myself Tangata Tiriti as I have no Maori blood, (I am of Irish and English ancestry).  The first of my ancestors arrived in New Zealand in 1845.  The Treaty of Waitangi allowed my ancestors to settle in New Zealand.  I believe the Treaty of Waitangi (Maori version) should be honoured and upheld.  To not do so is a disgrace to myself and others like me who base their right to live in this country upon the Treaty.

The proposed legislation does not guarantee the maintenance of existing public access, AND,

Acknowledging Maori rights is not a threat to the maintenance of existing public access. 

If one considers the previous behaviour of the New Zealand government/s compared with Maori, the Maori offer more promise of protecting the foreshore and seabed from private ownership.  Various New Zealand governments have disposed of public assets previously.  Such assets have included our telephone companies, forests, power companies etc..    Maori control over seabed and foreshore offers better guarantee of continued public access.  It has allowed such for the past 150 years.  Maori have consistently stated that public access will not be denied.  Maori ownership will always be collective, thereby negating temptation to sell for personal gain.  Consequently it is my view that Maori Tino Rangatiratanga over foreshore and seabed (as promised in the Treaty) offers better surety in protecting this toanga for all New Zealanders and their future generations.
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The proposed legislation is racially discriminative and deteriorates race relations in Aotearoa.

The proposed legislation overrides and prevents Maori from proper right of redress/ judicial process etc..  It is only reasonable that the immoral nature of the bill will be objected to very strongly by Maori.   No rational person could allow such injustices to be put upon themselves and their people without strong and continuing objection.  Racial relations in Aotearoa have frequently been strained by past breaches of the Treaty of Waitangi and other racial injustices.  Maori are quite rightly sick and tired of endeavouring to have the Treaty honoured and other injustices dealt with in a fair and just manner.  The proposed bill constitutes a massive strain on an already fragile race relationship in New Zealand.  The recent Hikoi was a clear demonstration that objections are not simply coming from “a few Maori radicals”.  Tens of thousands of Maori significantly disrupted the lives and stretched their already strained finances to travel hundreds of miles to Wellington to demonstrate their objection and offence to the proposed legislation.   If the bill is passed I believe Maori will take stronger action, and racial relationships will be further polarized.

Summary:

I strongly urge the members of the Select Committee to whole-heartedly reject the proposed Foreshore and Seabed Bill in its entirety because; 
The Bill constitutes a breach of the Treaty of Waitangi, I do not believe that the Bill offers greater guarantee of the maintenance of existing public access to the foreshore than currently exists, the proposed legislation is racially discriminative, and passing of the proposed legislation would seriously deteriorate race relations in New Zealand, and bring shame and dishonour to non Maori New Zealanders, and in particular to Pakeha Tangata Tiriti such as myself.

Mary Foley.


