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My name is Peter Douglas Gaze and I am a 52 yr old, fifth generation Pakeha.  I have a deep attachment to the land, the wildlife and coastal areas of this country and have worked for the wise management of these resources all of my life.  The quality of my life in this country relies largely on my ‘sense of place’ and a belief that I have a right to be here and can hold my head high in this context.

Any basis for my comfort in being a Pakeha in this country comes from my connection to the Treaty and the agreement between the Crown and Maori.  When the Crown does not live up to its obligations under that agreement my honour is threatened.  

I could argue that this bill is an attempt to deny iwi Maori their promised rights to tino rangatiratanga under the treaty.  But even Maori did not advance this argument directly -instead they used due legal process to pursue their case in Court.  The Court of Appeal saw validity in this but the government refused to allow the process.  It is this political interference in the due process of law that is the substance of my submission.  Can I expect this same interference when the lawful concerns of other minority groups threaten the status quo. My concern is that much greater in that this interference is over a matter that affects my status in this country and within my Maori community.  I am personally and detrimentally affected.

I ask that the bill be dropped and that the due process of law be allowed to continue without political interference.

As an aside - I have few reasons for concern if control of foreshore and seabed were to be vested in Maori.  The enhanced mana that would arise from such an outcome and the obvious application of tino rangatiratanga may prove the basis for a more equitable bicultural society that we so desperately need in this country.

