Would you like to know more?

For general information on the Treaty and history:

The Government’s Treaty website http://www.treatyofwaitangi.govt.nz 

The Story of the Treaty by Claudia Orange

Struggle Without End: Ka Whawhai Tonu Matou by Ranginui Walker

For information on Wellington

You can find the Waitangi Tribunal’s Report on the Wellington District – Te Whanganui a Tara Me Ona Takiwa at your local library or www.waitangi-tribunal.govt.nz
Wellington City Library has information online at http://wcl.govt.nz//maori/wellington/index.html 

For information on current issues

Foreshore and seabed http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/fsinfo.htm
'Race', ‘Privilege’ and 'The Treaty' http://www.converge.org.nz/pma/priv.htm
Network Waitangi Te Whanganui a Tara is a non-profit Pakeha organisation that offers information and workshops about the Treaty and its modern day significance.  For more information or to request a workshop email nw_wgtn@yahoo.co.nz


Do you know what today is?

On this day in 1840 the Treaty of Waitangi was signed in Wellington

So what is the Treaty about?

The Treaty is an agreement between the Crown and Maori tribal groups signed in 1840. It recognised the prior occupation of New Zealand by Maori. 

The Treaty was an exchange of promises. It allowed the Crown to set up a government to establish laws. In return the Crown was to guarantee and actively protect Maori tribal authority over their lands, fisheries, forests, villages, treasures and culture, and extend to Maori the rights of British citizens. 

The Treaty enabled the peaceful acquisition of land for settlement purposes and ensured that immigrants could come and live here in peace.

What happened in Wellington?

Various Maori groups have lived in and around Wellington for hundreds of years before the arrival of the first British settlers in the early 1800s.  In 1839, the New Zealand Company negotiated a Deed of Purchase with various Chiefs in Wellington to ‘purchase’ land.  The Company was established in Britain and aimed to buy land from Maori to settle immigrants in communities around the country. The New Zealand Company settlements – which included Wellington, Nelson and Christchurch - were not sanctioned by the British Crown.

The Treaty was signed first at Waitangi on 6 February 1840, and later in different areas of the country including Wellington. Wellington Maori were initially wary of signing the Treaty as they had already made an agreement with the New Zealand Company.  However, after 10 days of discussions 34 Maori signed the Treaty on a ship, The Ariel, in Wellington harbour on 29 April 1840. 

 What has occurred since the Treaty was signed?
In Wellington as throughout the country, the Crown’s Treaty promises were not met.  The Waitangi Tribunal, which is set up to investigate Treaty claims, found the following breaches of the Treaty in and around Wellington:

· The original Deed of Purchase for Wellington was invalid in British and Maori law and conferred no rights on either the New Zealand Company or those they on-sold the land to

· The Crown took land from Maori tribal groups without their consent, and without consultation or payment 

· The Crown set up processes to address concerns about land purchase without adequate consultation with, or involvement of,  Maori 

· Maori were pressured by Crown agents to sign land agreements

· Reserves guaranteed to Maori to ensure their physical, cultural and spiritual survival (such as gardens and burial areas) were not provided as promised

· Maori lost access to the foreshore, a major source of food, through reclamation

The Tribunal recommended that the claimants deserved substantial compensation, including the return of land in Wellington.  The Crown and the claimants are currently negotiating a settlement to provide some redress for these breaches.  Private land is not available for use in Treaty settlements: only Crown land is used.

Why is the Treaty important now?

The Treaty was a significant document of its time, and continues to be so.  It provided an opportunity for Maori and Pakeha to live together in New Zealand with peace, goodwill and respect.   We should celebrate the Treaty and all it embodies to ensure a peaceful future for our country and future generations. 


Frequently asked questions

How can a document over 150 years old have relevance today?

Just because something is old doesn’t mean it is not relevant.  The Treaty is a living document that provides guidance now and into the future. The two parties to the Treaty, the Crown and the Maori, entered into a solemn commitment, based on justice and recognition of Maori as the prior inhabitants of this country. Justice can never be outdated.

But isn’t concern about the Treaty a recent thing?

Maori people have tried every possible avenue since 1840 to have their Treaty claims addressed. They have directly petitioned the Queen and the Governor-General. They have worked through the courts, Parliament and the Waitangi Tribunal and undertaken marches. Although the Crown forgot about the Treaty for nearly 100 years, it has been a real and living document for Maori ever since 1840. 

What’s it got to do with Pakeha?

Everything. It established the right of Pakeha to settle in this country. It is the Treaty that gives Pakeha the right to be here.  The aspirations of our ancestors -  to make a better life in this country - have been realised. However the Crown’s promises to Maori haven’t been fulfilled. To be able to describe ourselves as honourable people, we need to address the wrongs of the past and work to make this country a Treaty-based society. 
Doesn’t focusing on the Treaty just create divisions between us?

Some people fear that divisions are being created now, because of the focus on the Treaty of Waitangi. In fact, when we look at our history, it is clear that the divisions have existed for many years. All the social and economic statistics that place Maori at a disadvantage have been present since the 1860’s.  Disregarding the Treaty has contributed to these divisions in our society.  The Waitangi Tribunal’s reports have merely brought to light the grievances that have long existed and are finally beginning to be addressed. We now have the opportunity to learn more about our history and contribute to a more positive future for our country.

